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Curator’s Corner
Dear Friends of the Vallarta Botanical Garden, 

February is the month when we traditionally celebrate Valentine’s Day and make it a point to tell our loved ones just 
how much we cherish them. For those of us here at the Vallarta Botanical Garden, our members are right at the top of 
our lists for those we love and cherish the most.

Your membership not only provides essential funds to keep the Garden flourishing, it symbolizes your love for our 
organization and is an amazing encouragement to our entire team of staff and volunteers. We show our love back 
during the month of February by hosting two member events including our “Salute to Vallarta!” Member Appreciation 
Day.

Please read on about our member events. We send our thanks and love at this time to all Garden members and 
supporters. For those who have not joined as members yet, we invite you to become part of the family. If you’re looking 
for a way to show your love to others this month, the gift of membership is a great way to do so.

In appreciation and love,
Bob Price, Founder and Curator, VBG 
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“Salute to Vallarta!” Member Appreciation Day
Saturday, February 3

Our “Salute to Vallarta!” is a time to thank our family of members and celebrate successes of the Garden with them. This 
is an excellent occasion to meet and socialize with other members, garden staff, board members, and volunteers. It’s 
also a great family and friends occasion, so be sure to invite lots of others to come out to the Garden with you.

This event is free for all members and is also a perfect occasion to renew your membership or join as a member for the 
first time. We’ll have a complimentary buffet available for Garden members (see details in forthcoming member email) 
and folkloric dancers and extra tours available for all to enjoy. This is a very busy day at the Garden so please carpool or 
take public transportation if you can. Festivities begin at 11 am. Be prepared to celebrate!
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Curator’s Candlelight Dinner
Thursday, February 15

Our Curator’s Candlelight Dinner is a special time to thank our upper-level members and is open to all Copa de Oro 
Members and above. It is an intimate night time Garden occasion with fine dining, music, and festivities. If you would 
like more information on this event or would like to join as a member, renew, or upgrade your membership, please 
contact Michaela Flores at memberships@vbgardens.org.

mailto:memberships%40vbgardens.org?subject=
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Holstein Tropical Plant House’s 10th Anniversary
By: Bob Price, Founder and Curator, Vallarta Botanical Garden
 
Back when the Vallarta Botanical Garden was just a few years old, I was out gardening one sunny afternoon when a 
delightful couple stopped to tell me how much they were enjoying their visit. During the conversation that ensued they 
asked what else was planned for the Garden. It just so happened that we had recently drawn up plans for our first formal 
plant house, so I stopped what I was doing and unrolled these plans for my visitors. They asked what such a project 
would cost and I shared with them our estimate, mentioning of course our recently acquired non-profit status should 
they like to make a contribution.
 
Their interest was encouraging and the details of their questions were such that I thought it likely that they would make 
a gift toward the project. I was completely amazed though a few weeks later when I opened up a letter from them and 
found a check from George and Mary Ellen Holstein for the full amount to build this new garden feature.
 
We were able to begin construction shortly after and I soon developed a wonderful friendship with George, Mary Ellen, 
and their family who became members and frequent visitors to the Garden. Sadly, George passed away just a few years 
ago, but his legacy lives on here and is enjoyed by tens of thousands of Garden guests every year. This beloved Garden 
feature is brimming with beautiful plants from native Mexican vanillas to captivating orchid hybrids from around the 
globe. Each time that Mary Ellen visits, I’m reminded of the visionary support that her and George provided the Garden 
in its infancy and how their action inspired others to contribute to our work in meaningful ways.
 
This February, as we celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Holstein Tropical Plant House, I fondly remember my 
friend George and thank my friend Mary Ellen. Their love and belief in what we began at the Garden helped build the 
momentum that has taken us to where we are today and allows us to look boldly toward a bright future.



O
ut

si
de

 o
f t

he
 H

ol
st

ei
n 

Tr
op

ic
al

 P
la

nt
 H

ou
se

 
Ph

ot
o:

 B
ob

 P
ric

e

5February 2018    |  



A
lfo

ns
o 

&
 V

ic
to

r

|       The Leaflet6

Indigenous Leaders to Welcome Visiting Directors of Large Gardens

The Vallarta Botanical Garden is pleased to have two important indigenous leaders join us in welcoming attendees of the 
2018 Directors of Large Gardens Conference that we are hosting in early February. Throughout the world, indigenous 
people serve as guardians of traditional knowledge with deep insight into life, nature, and the powers of plants to 
sustain life and provide healing. Conserving biodiversity can work hand in hand with conserving cultural diversity to 
help meet the needs of both nature and mankind.

Marakame Alfonso González Velázquez
“Xikawery”

Alfonso, better known by his spiritual name Xikawery (“He 
who hits the target” in Wixarrika), has over twenty-five 
years of experience as a traditional medicine man, guide, 
and elder of the Wixarrika Nation, commonly known as 
Huicholes. They are one of the oldest ethnic groups of 
Mexico and although their currently held lands are in the 
far northern mountains of Jalisco, they trace their original 
homelands back here to the Bay of Banderas. Xikawery’s 
practice is concentrated on maintaining the sacred 
balance of life and nature with a focus on the ceremonially 
significant corn, deer, and peyote which are especially 
revered by his people. Xikawery has participated in many 
culture and nature oriented events throughout Mexico 
and elsewhere around the world, especially in Europe 
and South America where he is warmly received and 
appreciated. He is also an artisan, composer, performer 
and recording artist of traditional sacred Wixarrika music.

Victor Hugo Ochoa 
“Tonatiuh“ or “Miuwery Niuweme Tau”

Victor Hugo, whose spiritual name is Tonatiuh (“Movement 
of the Sun” in Nahuatl) or Miuwery Niuweme Tau 
(“Messenger of God in the Light of the Sun” in Wixarrika), 
has ancestral roots from the Nañu Nation (Otomí) and 
Wixarrika. He has trained as a healer or medicine man with 
elders from the Purepecha, Nañu, Chichimeca, Wixarrika 
and Maya. His work as a representative of the Nañu Nation 
in Mexico City in the early 1990’s resulted in receipt of 
the Flag of Peace by the World Health Organization. 
Tonatiuh’s work focuses on defending human rights, the 
rights of indigenous communities, and the care of the 
environment as a guardian of the earth. Tonatiuh is also 
a poet, writer, musician and holistic therapist. Together 
with Xikaweri he participates in sacred ceremonies, in the 
care of our environment and promoting and imparting 
his culture, ancestral traditions and traditional medicine, 
in Jalisco and other Mexican states.



Neil Gerlowski Visiting with 
Todd McGrain at his Foundry 

Photo: Chris McGrath
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A Visit to the Foundry of Todd McGrain
By: Neil Gerlowski, Executive Director, Vallarta Botanical Garden

Earlier this month I had the privilege of visiting with Todd 
McGrain at the Polich Tallix Foundry in New York. Todd 
is the sculptor and conservationist behind The Lost Bird 
Project www.lostbird.org. Last year he attended the 
Vallarta Bird Festival, hosted by the Vallarta Botanical 
Garden, where he personally introduced screenings of 
his film by that same name and connected themes of his 
work to local conservation efforts. Inspired by what he saw 
here in Puerto Vallarta, Todd sponsored a Military Macaw 
nest box at the nearby El Santuario de Las Guacamayas 

(contact: novoapv@hotmail.com), and reviewed a site 
at the Garden in consideration for a new sculpture to 
memorialize the extinct Imperial Woodpecker. Both Todd 
and we at the Vallarta Botanical Garden consider there to 
be great potential in commissioning and installing a work 
of art of such magnitude here in our grounds for so many 
to ponder and draw inspiration from. Please contact us 
if you are interested in helping see this potential project 
through to fruition. Todd sends his best to his friends in 
Puerto Vallarta and our whole community.

http://www.lostbird.org
mailto:novoapv%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Celebrate Valentine’s at the  
Vallarta Botanical Garden

February 14
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Mark your calendars for the 2018 Vallarta Bird Festival, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, March 9, 10, and 11, hosted by the 
beautiful Vallarta Botanical Garden.
 
The Vallarta Botanical Garden is situated on 64-acres at 1,300 ft above sea level in bird-rich Cabo Corrientes, just a short 
drive from Puerto Vallarta.
 
With excellent birding opportunities, guided birding tours in the Garden will be offered each morning along with 
guided tours every afternoon of the Garden’s incredible array of native Mexican flora and exotic delights. Within the 
Garden alone over 200 different species of birds have been observed and documented by enthusiastic local residents 
and international visitors.
 
Bird photography workshops and educational seminars will be offered, along with exhibits, music, native dancers, and 
fun, all included with a daily general admission of 150 pesos or with a 3 day Happy Wren Pass (price to be determined). 
 
For an additional cost, professional birding tours will venture from the coastal habitats to the upper elevation forest 
habitats in search of endemic specialties among the over 400 bird species found in this diverse region of Jalisco. There is 
no registration required for Garden activities but we would love to hear from you if you plan on coming. The professional 
birding tours do require advance registration.

2018 Vallarta Bird Festival, March 9 – 11
Article and photo by Nancy Holland

 
The festival does not provide 
transportation but there are 
buses and taxis available in 
Puerto Vallarta that can take 
you directly to and from the 
Garden. The Hacienda de Oro 
Restaurant, on site, is open from 
9am to 5pm serving breakfast 
and more, including oak-wood-
fired brick-oven pizza and 
authentic Mexican cuisine.
 
Bring water, sunscreen, insect 
repellent, binoculars, and if you 
want to take a swim in the river, 
then bring a bathing suit and 
towel.
 
Contact us by email: 
nancyholland@gmail.com 
info@vbgardens.org

Facebook:
 Vallarta Birders
 Vallarta Botanical Gardens AC

http://
mailto:nancyholland%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40vbgardens.org%0D?subject=
https://m.facebook.com/groups/1666495600268577
http://vbgardens.org
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Mexican Bird of the Month 
Rhodinocichla rosea — Rosy Thrush-Tanager – Not a Tanager After All
Article and photos by Greg R. Homel www.birdinginpuertovallarta.com/birdingadventures@mac.com

The confusingly named Rosy Thrush-Tanager is one of 
the most spectacular, dynamic and colorful birds of the 
Vallarta region—if you could ever catch a glimpse of one! 
“Skulky will-o-the-wisp of the tropical forest understory,” 
doesn’t even begin to describe the difficulty of finding it; 
and neither does the word “tanager” by the way.

For decades ornithologists, birders and taxonomists 
have been baffled regarding the systematics of this very 
interesting bird, at times calling it a tanager, a thrasher, 
a warbler, a bunting and even an ovenbird (family 
Furnariidae) or some other bewildering name as the years 
passed. In actuality, the Rosy Thrush-Tanager is none of 
these, though it does have some of the characteristics, 
habits or both from each of these groups.  Since 2013 
it has been placed in its own monotypic family—
Rhodinocichlidae.

Even the distribution of this species is strange and 
confusing, since they have an inexplicably disjunct range 
from the Pacific slopes of Mexico, Costa Rica and Panama, 
to the Caribbean portions of Colombia and Venezuela. 
In Mexico they typically occur in widely discontiguous 
patches of tropical dry forests within the western Mexican 
states of Sinaloa, Nayarit, Jalisco, Colima, Michoacán, 
Guerrero and adjacent Oaxaca. They are most abundant 
in tropical lowlands but range to around 1,500 m (nearly 
5,000 feet) in places.

In the Vallarta region they are most often recorded at 
the private Rancho Primavera—which is over 500 m in 
elevation, near the colloquial mountain hamlet of El Tuito.  
Other good places include Las Juntas y Los Veranos, 
and there are even some records for the Vallarta Botanic 
Garden.
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The species is highly monogamous, though usually 
it’s the males that are seen by birders, as females are 
quite shy, keeping to the vegetative tangles… where 
they do participate in loud, fluty vocal duets with their 
male counterparts. When not vocalizing, these birds 
forage, thrasher-like, tossing aside leaf litter in the forest 
understory to discover their prey.

The few nests that have been found have been located 
low to the ground in tangled vegetation, and contained 
two to three white eggs with black scrawls and spots. 

The prey of thrush-tanagers includes insects (mostly 
beetles), ants, arachnids (including venomous spiders and 
scorpions), and even some amphibians, though they also 
take some fruit.

The Vallarta Botanic Garden is home to at least a couple 
pairs of this striking and colorful bird, but most visiting 
birders miss them because they do not readily come out 
into the open. If you want to try your luck, go ahead, hit 
that trail, take the challenge, and see the unseeable to 
start 2018 off on the right foot!
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Dividing your contributions to the Vallarta 
Botanical Garden into monthly payments 
can help you better budget your annual 
giving while providing us with a  dependable 
monthly income to carry the Garden 
through the slower times of the year.  
Learn more about this valuable opportunity 
by visiting the new Give Every Month 
“GEM” page on the Garden’s website,  
www.vbgardens.org and begin this kind of 
contribution today.

Commemorative Cantera Benches

Would you like to honor or memorialize 
someone with a permanent cantera bench at 
the Vallarta Botanical Garden? Benches are 
finished with beautiful hand-painted ceramic 
tiles. We can help you create a custom design 
with text and images of your choice. Prices 
are at $7,000 USD for a Banca Real (Regal 
Bench) and $5,000 USD for a Banca Distintiva 
(Distinctive Bench). Dividing this amount 
into payments over the course of three years 
results in a commitment of only $194 or $139 
USD per month. These gifts, along with other 
honorary/memorial gifts such as individual 
tiles and permanent memorial stones in the 
Garden of Memories, qualify for tax-deductible 
contributions in Mexico, the US, and Canada. For 
more information, please visit our website or call  
322 223 6182 and ask to speak to the Garden’s 
Membership Coordinator, Michaela Flores.

Your Legacy Lives on at the VBG

Including the Vallarta Botanical Garden in your 
wills, trusts, and estate planning is an investment 
in the long-term viability of this important natural 
sanctuary for Puerto Vallarta and the exquisite 
flora of Mexico and world tropics. A member 
of the Garden’s Legacy Committee would be 
happy to talk to you about the best options for 
optimizing your philanthropic potential and 
further blessing a community. Please write to  
info@vbgardens.org.

Become a Garden “GEM” 
by Giving Every Month
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mailto:eventos%40vbgardens.org?subject=
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Mexican Orchid of the Month
Oncidium sotoanum R. Jiménez & Hágsater 
Article & photo: Centeotl Aragón, Staff Biologist

This beautiful orchid is a medium-sized epiphyte with oval 
and compressed pseudobulbs with two apical leafs. It can 
have one or two floral rods that emerge from the base, 
the inflorescence is a panicle with small, fragrant and 
pink flowers with a yellow callus. The story of her name 
is really interesting since for practically 200 years she has 
been known as Oncidium ornithorhynchum, being that O. 
ornithorhynchum is the synonym of Oncidium pyramidale, 
a yellow-flowered orchid from South America. That 
confusion called for a proper description of this flower 
as a new and separate species. Her name was given in 
posthumous honor of one of our greatest Mexican orchid 

experts. This confusion inspires me to share a great quote 
by Confucius, “If you make a mistake and do not correct it, 
you commit yet a greater mistake.” With this I wish you a 
year full of learning and growth. Likewise, my gratitude for 
your support and hope in counting on it through this New 
Year of 2018 which is off to such a wonderful start.

REFERENCE:
•  Jiménez M., R. y Hágsater E. 2010. Oncidium ornithorhynchum, una 

especie mal interpretada y un nombre para una vieja especie: 
Oncidium sotoanum (Orchidaceae). Lankesteriana 9 (3): 411-422. 
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Education and Volunteer Report
By: Centeotl Aragón, Vallarta Botanical Garden

Monthly tally of visits, program participation, 
and volunteer service, December 2017:

Total member visits to the VBG: 435

Total non member visits to the VBG: 4061

Total complimentary entries:* 60

Total participation in special events, 
classes & workshops:

0

Total participation in 1 pm tours:** 408

Total volunteer service hours: 87

Monthly tally of visits, program participation, 
and volunteer service, January 2018:

Total member visits to the VBG: 307

Total non member visits to the VBG: 6097

Total complimentary entries:* 0

Total participation in special events, 
classes & workshops:

503

Total participation in 1 pm tours:** 450

Total volunteer service hours: 146

* The Vallarta Botanical Garden is pleased to provide complimentary entry for educational programs for school groups with advanced reservations. 
Currently, these are only offered on Wednesdays. Requests for reservations may be delivered by email to escolar@vbgardens.org and should 
be sent at least five days prior to the requested visit date. Requests for reservations are granted on a first-come, first-served basis and are subject 
to scheduling restrictions.

**1 pm tours are offered daily from December through March and otherwise only when volunteers are available.

Last month we received a group of fourth grade students 
from the Nuevo Galicia Institute in Puerto Vallarta. The young 
visitors were supervised by the Biologist Angel Davish and 
accompanied by parents and other teachers. I always find 
it pleasant to have enthusiastic, energetic and curious kids 
here in the Garden, they strengthen our commitment of 
education with love and respect for the natural environment 
and are the hope of future generations.

It’s also worth noting that we’re starting off 2018 with several 
new additions to our team of Garden volunteers. Many thanks 
to each of them for their parts in support of conserving 
Mexico’s great biodiversity and sharing this message with 
others.
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Garden Hours 	    	 9 am – 6 pm                                                                                            

* Some activities subject to change. The most current calendar, often with links to
further event information, can be viewed at www.vbgardens.org/calendar.

Vallarta Botanical Garden’s Calendar

DATE EVENT COST
THE GARDEN IS CLOSED ON MONDAYS APRIL THROUGH DECEMBER

1-3 Feb 2018 Directors of Large Gardens Conference Private Event

3 Feb “Salute to Vallarta!” Member Appreciation Day – (See page 2 for more 
information)

Free for Garden 
Members

5 Feb Anniversary of Mexico’s Constitution --

14 Feb Romance in the Garden – Celebrate Valentine’s Day in Nature
(Special Valentine’s Day Menu – reservations recommended) --

15 Feb Curator’s Candlelight Dinner – (See page 3 for more information) Advanced purchase & 
registration required

16-24 Feb Vallarta Flower and Garden Show Included with entry

9-11 Mar Vallarta Bird Festival – (See page 9) (See page 9.)

10 Mar Plant Sale – Garden members receive 20% off --

16 Mar Orchid Repotting Demo (11 am) Free for Garden 
Members

25 Mar Palm Sunday Palm Walk Included with entry

1 Apr Easter – (Garden remains open for all of Holy Week) --

6 Apr Orchids of Mexico Lecture (11 am) Free for Garden 
Members

8 Apr Garden Volunteer and Staff Appreciation Day --

19 Apr Curator’s Cocktail Social Advanced purchase & 
registration required

22 Apr Earth Day --

Open 7 days/wk 	     	 for the months of Dec., Jan., Feb., & March (except Christmas & New Year’s Day)
Open 6 days/wk 	     	 (Closed Mondays) April, May, June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct., & Nov.
Early “Bird” Opening    	 8 am every Thursday (Offered for the months of Dec., Jan., Feb., & March)
Daily Guided Tour	     	 1 pm (Offered for the months of Dec., Jan., Feb., & March)
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Can you find your name on our 
Wall of Patrons?

If you’re not yet “on the wall” we invite you to join
the family that preserves the Garden forever!

Becoming a member is easy & provides great benefits:
www.vbgardens.org/memberships

A high resolution image of this photograph is 
available at www.vbgardens.org/benefactors

Michaela Flores, 
Membership Coordinator, VBG

memberships@vbgardens.org

Our member drive in November and December resulted in over 100 renewals 
and new memberships and several membership upgrades. We also had 
an incredible turnout for our Chocolate Festival on January 5 with over 400 
attendees. Many thanks to all who were part of these recent successes!

This month we will have two of our most important member events, “Salute 
to Vallarta!” (our Member Appreciation Day on February 3) and the Curator’s 
Candlelight Dinner on February 15. Please see pages 3 and 15 for more details 
and please contact me if you have any questions. See you soon!

Members: Please always wear your membership card while visiting the Garden. This helps our 
staff and volunteers recognize you as members and offer valuable discounts on your Garden 
purchases and other important benefits.

From the Membership Desk
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We would like to acknowledge and thank the following supporters: 

DAVID & ANN ERNE

GEORGE HOLSTEIN

MARY ELLEN HOLSTEIN 

HARUO & MARIANA KANO

BARBARITA & BOB SYPULT  

GUARDIANS

JOAQUIN AJA & DENNIS OWEN

DR. GEORGE ARGENT 

THOMAS BERNES

DR. ERIC CARLSON & JONATHAN EATON

SAMUEL CRAMER & MICHAEL VITALE

PAUL CRIST & LUIS TELLO 

GHOLI & GEORGIA DARESHORI

THE MCCALL FAMILY 

DAVID MUCK & COLE MARTELLI

JIM & MARSHA MEADOWS

YVONNE MILLER

DEAN & LISA OREM

ROGER & JOANNA SMITH

CARL TIMOTHY & MARCELO MICO

SANDRA ZAHRADKA

TRUSTEES

ALAN & PATRICIA BICKELL
RUBEN COTA & MICHAEL SCHULTZ

DEE DANERI
RICHARD DITTON 

PAM GRISSOM
DAVID HALES & FRANK OSWALD

RALPH OSBORNE

BETTY PRICE 
ROBERT PRICE

KENNETH SHANOFF & STEVE YOUNG
MICHAEL TRUMBOLD

POLLY VICARS
CHERYL L. WHEELER

BENEFACTORS 



DANIEL HUNTER & PAIGE JOHNSON HUNTER

RANDY & JANIS JONES

CANDI & ALEXA KAHAN

BARRY & CANDACE KAYE

ELENA KOUSTAS

DUNCAN KIME & MELINDA MCMULLEN

JOHN MACKELL & BRYCE DOHERTY

DR. JOYCE LUJÁN MARTINEZ

DR. FÉLIX MONTES

BONITA & MILLARD MOTT

DON MINSHEW & DAVID JONES

BRUCE NOVAK

CARLOS ORTEGA & ED PARSLEY

JANE PEABODY

PV MIRROR

STEVE REYNOLDS

JOHN SABO & ALAN HARMON

BIJAN & SALLIE SHAHID-SALESS

JOHN FAIR SCHMAEZLE

DAVID & CECILIA SIMPSON

CHARLES STANFORD & BOB MESSERLY

RICHARD & CECELIA THOMASON

DAVE & PAM TOMLIN

THE GALEANA FAMILY

THE JG GROUP

VILLA BALBOA

VILLA LOS ARCOS

MATTHIAS VOGT

ABBY WARNER & GARY CZECH 

BILL WILLIAMS & JUAN ALVARADO

CONNIE WIMER & FRANK FOGERTY

DEVON & ELLEN ZAGORY 

RICK & JOAN AHMANN

ROY ANDERS & LINDA LAKE ANDERS

DREW BALDRIDGE & PAUL CANKAR

BRUCE BECKLER 

DAVID BRINKMAN & WILL GRIMM

ANDREW BUNTING

CATHARINE BUTTINGER & BRUCE CROWLEY

BILL & KATHRINE ANN CAMPBELL

FAYE CÁRDENAS & KEITH COWAN

RAY CAREME & MICHAEL HOLLAND

KEVIN CARROLL & BRADLEY BAILEY

CASA CUPULA

NICOLE CAVENDER & GARY MONEYSMITH

CHARLENE BAILEY CROWE

PATRICK DECOURSEY  & RENE FRANCO

NED & GRETCHEN DEWITT

ALLYN DIXON & SCOTTY MCINTYRE 

BETTY JEAN “BJ” ETCHEPARE

DANA FARIS 

DAVID & WILKA FOSTER

GEORGE FULTON

JOHN & LINDA GALSTON

RONNIE GAUNY FAMILY

JON HALL & EDWARD GRANT

POUL & JUDITH HANSEN 

JOHN & TAMARA HARGESHEIMER

HARRINGTON LANDSCAPES

ANNE-MARIE HAYNES 

KATHRYN HILL

KEN HOFFMANN & BRUCE GRIMM

NANCY HOLLAND

HOTEL MERCURIO

COPA DE ORO
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ALEXANDER ADAMS
WILLIAM & MICHELLE AGUILAR

PATRICK & EDITH AHERN
MAX AKBER

STUART ALEXANDER & DEREK JONES
FRANK & SHARON ALLEN

CARMEN ANAYA
ED & GRACE ANDRES

KENIA LETICIA ANGUIANO ARJANA
NOREEN ANGUS & ED MOWATT

GENARO ARMANDO DIAZ & MARIA ENRIQUETA GORDILLO
PAUL ARMSTRONG & SARAH DAVIES 

PAM ARTHUR
OLGA LETICIA ARTONA OCHON

PATRICK & EDITH AHERN
GARIN BAKEL & LIONEL CUNNINGHAM

ANDREW BARKER
ALISON BARNES & MARCELINO ANGELO

THOMAS BARNES & CONNIE ARGUS
AL BARNUM

LAURA BARRETT
MAYRA BARRIENTOS & EMILIO HUGHES

CURTISS BARROWS & CARLOS ALBERTO CAMPOS BERNAL
NANCY & BOB BENHAM

TIMOTHY & CHRISTINA BENNETT
ROBERT BERMAN & LISA HORTON

PAUL & KAREN BILLINGSTEA 
GARY BIVANS & ISAIAS ORTEGA

SANDRA BLANCHETTE
JOHN & PATRICIA BOCK

TERRY BOCK & THOMAS HOFFMANN 
GARTH BODE & KAREN NORDIN

SUSAN BORNEMAN
MICHAEL BOUSTEAD & DAVID TROY FRANCIS

ROB BOYD & KEVIN WU
LORETO BRAVO CONTRERAS

AKIROQ & AVINA BROST 
FREDERICK BROWN & MYRNA MORTON-BROWN

BOB BRUNEAU & GERADO LUGO
ROBERT BULTHUIS & ARNE BRAUNER

SALLY BUTLER
JUDITH BYRNS & JOE BERGQUIST 

CRAIG CALLEN & THOMAS ARCOLEO
ROBERT & BETTY CALMAN

BARRY & LAUREN CAMPBELL
CARLOS ALBERTO CAMPOS BERNAL
EMMETT CARLSON & ROSS CONNER

THOMAS CAROLL & FRANK HARRISON
RONALD & JANE CEASE

RIK CHAMBLEE
LEE & NANCY CHAPMAN

MICHAEL CHARTIER
HERBERT CHASE & LENARD LANGLOIS

JAMIE COATES & POLLY COOPER
JEFF & JULIANA COATES

BONNIE COLE
SHARON COLLINS

ROSA ELENA COLMENORES FRANCO
TIM & GEORGIA COPELAND

LAURIE CRAISE & JERRY POVSE
JAMES CRANK

ROGER & SHARI CRONK 
JOHN & CARYN CRUMP

GREGORY DAVIS
KATHY DAY 

YVONNE DEFEITAS & PAUL WERLER
JET DE LA ISLA & LUIS LAAT

NICK & CHERRY DELORENZO
GUY & PATRICIA DEMANGEON

DANIEL DICKMETER & DANIEL PAINE
MICHEL DI FRUSCIA & LUIGI KOBAYASHI

ALAN & LANI DILL
CARY DOWNEY & ARTURO GAONA 

MICAELA DOYLE

JOHN DRANN & JOHN MAYNARD
JOHN DRUM

JOHN DUCOLE & KEN BARNES
PAULA DULAK

CHAD EBERT & ANGELA SOWERS
BONNIE ECCLES & BEVERLY SCOFIELD

MARY EDMONDS 
SCOTT ELLIOT

DIANE ELLSWORTH
ROLF ENGSTROM & LARRY LEEBENS

LANCE & SUSAN ERICKSON
FRANCISCO ESPINO IBARRA
GRISELDA ESTRADA BERNAL

CLIFFORD & SUSAN FAIRCHILD
DANA FARIS & CESAR HERNADEZ DE BOSQUE

NED FARQUMAR & JANIS FINELLI
JAMES FAY & JOHN KILBOURNE

FRED FERNANDEZ & JOE MURPHY
YAEKO FERNANDEZ

TIM & BARBARA FARRARI
MICHAEL FLATT & DANIEL VAZQUEZ

DAGMAR FLORES 
MICHAELA FLORES

ROBERTO FLORES & LUCIA FISCHER
DEAN & ANN FOSTER

BRENDA FRANCIS & JAMES GORDON
NED FARQUMAR & JANIS FINELLI
DANIEL FREEMAN & YUM CHIN

SUZANNE FRENCH-SMITH & BRYAN SMITH
LUIS ENRIQUE GARCIA RODRIGUEZ
GEORGIA GARDNER & MARK BANTZ 

ALBERT & BARBARA GARVEY
MICHEL GAUTHIER & SALAM BERNADETTE 

NEIL GERLOWSKI 
RIKKI & STAN GILBERT

EDWARD GILL & GARY WOODS 
JEFFEREY & BLANCA GOLD

FREKEKE GOODYEAR
RAFAEL GUZMAN MEJIA 

BONNIE GREENSPAN
ROLLAND GREGORE

DEE GRIFFITH
WENDY GROSS

TIMOTHY & KATHY HAINDS
MICHAEL HAMMOND

KEN & MAGGIE HARBOUR
RON HARNER & CLINT HARRIS

ED & THERESA HARROD
FRANK HARRISON & THOMAS CARROLL

ED & THERESA HARROD 
JOEL & PAMELA HART
JOYCE HARTVIGSON

T. J. & HELEN HARTUNG 
TOM HICKS & AGUSTIN ZAVALA

TERRY & JOYCE HIGH
ROD & TONI HOFFMANN

WALTER & ANN HOFFMANN 
ROBERT HOWELL & ELROY QUENROE

LONNA & RAE-ANNE HULL
HOLLY HUNTER & DANIEL GAIR

KLEE ILSE
DAVID JACKOVICH & NANCY MARK

MICHAEL & DALE JACKSON
REG JAMES & BARB BUCKAC
JOHN JENSEN & KELLY DYCK
DRANN & MAYNARD JOHN

CARL & IRENE JOHNSON 
KENT JOHNSON & CODY BLOMBERG 

WENDY JOHNSON & PATTI GALLARDO
PAULE JOHNSTON

MARLIN & ANITA JONES
KIRSTIE KAISER

JOSEPH KANDALL & CERGIO GONZALEZ
JOE & FRANCES KANE

ALICE KATZ & JACK SCHWARTZ
JOHN KELLEHER

CANDACE KEPLEY
JOHN KING & EDGAR GARCIA

JACK & SUZANNE KIRKPATRICK
JOYCE KNAUFF

LUKE KOST
ROBERT KOWAL & MARK SIPES

LARRY KRICK 
KEN & DR. JUDY KRINGS

ELLEN LANGER & NANCY HEMINGWAY
GEORGE & JANET LAPIN
ANTONIA & WAYNE LAW

STEWART LEDFORD & PAUL DAY
MICHEL LENZ & LOUISE ANDERSON
ESTER LERNER & DANIEL CARRICO

PATRICIA LESTZ
KLAUS LIEBETANZ & MICHELLE SAVELLE

MARY LINDE & CHRIS WOODS
RICHARD LINDGREN & EVE MCEWIN 

HANK & VICKI LINSEY
DENNIS LOCKARD

KATIE LONCAR
GEORGE & MARILYN LONG

TIM LONGPRÉ & AGUSTIN ROCHA
DAVID LORD & SUSAN WISEMAN

RITA & STEPHEN LOVE
RON LOVELOCK

JIM LUCAAS & PAUL DILDA
KEITH & CASEY LUPTON

HARRY LYNN & ANTONIO DEANDA
JOHN MACKELL & BRYCE DOHERTY

JOHN MCKINNY
RONALD & HELENA MACKLIN 
PAUL & STEPHANIE MADAN

ANN MANLEY
MACA MAC MORRAN

KEVIN MAGORIEN & EUCLID CURIOSO
JIM MANN

NICK MANTHEY & JAY BROWN
WILLIAM & MARCIA MAKLEY

CHRISTINA MARTELL
RIGOBERTO MARTINEZ QUERO

CHARLES MALLERY & WALLACE DEMARY JR. 
AMADOU & LESLIE MARIKO

RON & CLARICE MARKLE
MARSHALL MASHBURN & SEAN RAWLINS

TOM & VICKY MASON
DOUGLAS & MARGARET MCCALLEN

FRANK & PILAR MCCANN
TANDACE MCDILL

JOHN MEANWELL & JOHN MACLEOD
ALAN MENDELSSOHN & CARLA JONIENTZ

DIANNA MEDNICK
GARY & KAREN MILLER

CHRISTOPHER & MARGARET MILLS
RON MORGAN & JORDAN ROMO

CHRIS MONLUX
KARLA MORENO & DOUGLAS ZAKES

FRANK MONTAGUE & DAVID BAIN
CLARA MURET

MARTHA ANN MYERS 
ROGER & BETTY NEFF
GREG & JONI NEUTRA

LARS & CYNTHIA NIELSON 
BILL & CYNTHIA NOONAN
JOHN & CECILIA NORMAN

WENDELL NORRIS & STEVE MURDOCH
BRUCE NOVAK

HOWARD NUSBAUM & CHARLES FEESER
MICHAEL OLSCHAFSKIE

ANA ORTEGA
CARLOS ORTEGA

EDWARD PADALINSKI
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SUSTAINING MEMBERS



	
  

	
  

INDIVIDUAL
DANA ANDERSON

ADRIANAN BODOLLA 
BRISHA BORCHGREVIK

CLAUDIA BROWN
MARCIA BUTTEL

MARCIE CAVANAGH
SANDRA CESCA

OSCAR FREY
HECTOR GAXIOLA-CAMACHO

SIDNEY GOODMAN
MARTIN GORDIAN
CATHY GORDON
CHERYL GREENE

CURT HAHN
BARRY HAYHURST

DAVID HILL
HAL HOULDING

JEANNIE HNYTKA
JOVANY JARA
NANCY KAHN

THOMAS KAUN
ALLAN KLEINMAN

MARLEN ANN KNAFELC
KITTY LEONARD

VELORA LILLY
BENEDICT LOVE

DEAN MCINTYRE
HELENA MUSIELAK

ANN NEFF
PAT NICHOLS

THOERRIN OLDENBOURG
BRIAN OMALLEY

DONALD OXFORD
KATHLEEN PHELPS
CARLA PIRINGER
DONA PITMAN

XENOFON PAPAEFTHYMIOU
FREG PRUDAT
LARRY READ

MIRANDA REEVES
DENISE RHODES
TRACY RIOPEL
LYNN ROGERS
JUDITH ROTH

JEREMY SATTERFILED
ANN SAVIO

CHRISTIE SEELEY
JACOB SCHERER
SHIRLEY SMITH

MICHAEL SNYDER
CARLOS SORIANO

BILLIE TALYOR
SHERRY TOFFIN

PAULINA VALÉS TORT
SIGIFREGO VELAZQUEZ

DIANE WALSH
BARBARA WASHINGTON

DAVID WEBER
JUSTIN WILLIAMS
SARAH WILLIAMS

LISA WILSON MCCLEERY
BARBARA WASHINTON

ALICE WINBORNE
STANLEY WINBORNE

DONNA WYMANN

DENNIS & PATTY PASQUINI
TOMMY & NANCY PATTERSON
MICHAEL & CAROLYN PAULINE

PAT PAULINE
JEAN PENDER & ESTER GARIBAY

HANS PETERMANN & DENISE KAMENZINO
KENT & DIANE PETERSON

PETRA PFAFFE
ARI TANUR PFEFFER

DAVID & KAREN PHILLIPS
PACO PIÑA & CONNIE NAVARRO 

DANIEL PINTO & MARIA MONTOYA
JAY POWELL & VICKIE JENSEN 

WILLIAM PROCTOR & KATALINA MONTERO 
JEANNE PORTEAU & MYLEA LOGIN

JOSEPH PORTNOY
HARVEY & ELINOR PRAWER

MARK & CARIE PRYOR
DANIEL RAMIREZ DIAZ
DAVE & ELLIE QUISLING

PETER REX
JESÚS ALBERTO REYES GARCÍA

GARY & BONNIE RICHARDS 
ROBBIN RICHARDSON & ARLENE PREVIN

MICHAEL RICHKER
KEN & KATHY RIESER 

DOUG ROBINSON & MICHAEL ELSASSER
CATHY ROTH & GREGORY DAVIS
JUDITH ROTH & SONTAG CODY

AL & CATHERINE ROUYER

KEN & THERESA ROWLEY
EILEEN RUSSELL

DAVID SALAS & MICHAEL HORD
CHARLIE SALLIS & KIM SLENO

ING. EMILIANO SANCHEZ MARTINEZ
PAULA SAVAGE

BEVERLY SCHOFIELD
JACK & ALICE SCHWARTZ

NIEL SECHAN & MATTHEW MESSNER
RONALD SEDGWICK & LINDA WILD

ROBERT & BARBARA SELVAGE
SANDY & CHRISTINE SETH

ANNE SHANNON & ERIK FOSTER
ERIC SILGERO

PHIL SIMS & FABIAN LEYVA
BARBARA SKINNER

ERIC SLEIGH & CHRISTOPHER WISEMAN
WENDY SMITH & KATHRYN MILLER

DAVID & MARGARET SOLOMON
JOHN SPRINGER & JAY KALLIO 

GREG STANTON & GABRIELA HIDAIGO
DAN & JANE STILLWELL

CHARLES & MARIANNE STROZEWSKI
CLIFF & ROSEMARY STUEHMER

CATHERINE STUMP
KENT & SUSAN SWANSON

DAVID TARRANT
BEVERLY TAYLOR

BILLIE & TIM TAYLOR
BETH TESLER

TIM THIBAULT & K.E.. OLSHEWSKY
JOHN & TERRI THOMAS

NEIL & MARY THOMASSEN
TIK & JON THURSTON

FABIOLA TORRES GARCIA
KEN TOUCHET & GARY HOWARD

MIGUEL TOVAR
BILL & PAULINA TRACHTENBERG

SCOTT TUFT
DON VARNI & ALEJANDRO ARREOLA

MICHELLE VENANCE & BRANKA DEUTSCH
PHILLIPPA VERNON-POWELL

PABLO & DIKI VOIGT
CATHY VON ROHR 

THOMAS & PATRICIA WAGNOR 
DIANE WALSH 

THOMAS WARMERDAM & LORENA DÁVILA
ABBY WARNER & GREG CZECH

NANCY WARNER
ERIK & LINDA WATTS

JOHN WAUCHOPE & VIRGINIA CARLSON
JIM & KATHY WEBER 

BILL WEIL & ALINE SHAPHIRO
ROBERT & MARYANNE WEZENBECK

GREG WHITE & PEGGY REMSEN
JOEY WILLIAMS & KEVIN BACKER

THOMAS & NOEL WILSON
ANDREW WOOD & NAOMI KITAMURA

JON WORTHINGTON & BRYAN HOULETTE
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We Also Thank the Following Foundations for Their Recent Support: 

BROOKLYN BIRD CLUB
CHARLES H. STOUT FOUNDATION

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP CLUB
MELINDA MCMULLEN CHARITABLE TRUST
STANLEY SMITH HORTICULTURAL TRUST

If your name is missing or you find an error, please alert the Membership Coordinator, 
Michaela Flores:  memberships@vbgardens.org  Thank you.

(S) = student    (I) = individual           = deceased            

mailto:memberships%40vbgardens.org?subject=


     USA 	 Our direct support 501(c)3,
		  “Friends of Vallarta Botanical Gardens, A.C.”	

		  issues tax-deduction receipts:

Checks may be mailed to:
Friends of Vallarta Botanical Gardens, A.C.
759 North Campus Way
Davis, CA 95616

Wire transfers / direct deposits are accepted:
Please write to treasurer@vbgardens.org
for routing and account numbers.

Credit Card Payments:
Call us w/ your card info:      +52 322 223 6182

Donations of stocks and IRA distributions:
•	 Charles Schwab         Account #  46789311 DTC
		               	       Clearing #  164    Code: 40
•	 Chase Brokerage       DTC #          0352
		               	       Account #  7422361

Thank you for your generous contributions!

Phone:	01 52 322 223 6182 (international calls) or 223 6182 (local calls) 
 
Email:	 info@vbgardens.org	              Web:  www.vbgardens.org

Your Donations to the Vallarta Botanical Garden are Greatly Appreciated

México

Canada      	 Our educational programs qualify for
                     	 tax-deduction receipts provided by
                      	 The Canadian Children’s Shelter of
                      	 Hope Foundation (CCSHF)

Cheques may be mailed to:
Canadian Children’s Shelter of Hope Foundation
87 Lavinia Ave
Toronto, ON,
M6S 3H9
Canada

Please write “VBG” for “Vallarta Botanical Gardens” 
on your cheques.

Alternatively, you may donate using a credit card 
through CanadaHelps.org (whose donation page is 
linked to the CCSHF website www.ccshf.ca) selecting the 
“Vallarta Botanical Gardens Fund.”

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

•	 Tax-deduction receipts are avaiable for donations to the Vallarta Botanical Garden  
made through the Fundación Punta de Mita (FPM).

•	 Please send an email earmarking your gift for the Vallarta Botanical Garden to 
donaciones@fundacionpuntademita.org with a copy to info@vbgardens.org

•	 In this email please include your name, the date your gift was sent, and the amount of your gift.

Checks may be mailed to:
Fundación Punta de Mita, A.C. 
Carretera Federal Libre 200 Km 18.05 
Punta Mita, Nayarit, C.P. 63734 México.

Wire transfers:	   Bank: Banamex
		    Account in Mexican Pesos (MXN):
		    Account in US Dollars (USD):

SWIFT CODE:	 BNMXMXMM
09840115760	 CLABE 002375098401157608
09849002101 	 CLABE 002375098490021017

•	 Please provide FPM with your email and information to be  
included in the tax-deductible receipt (which will be sent by email).

•	 Please provide FPM with confirmation (copy of check) for  
tracking.

Paypal: www.fundacionpuntademita.org/en/how-to-help

mailto:treasurer%40vbgardens.org?subject=
http://info@vbgardens.org
http://www.vbgardens.org 
http://www.ccshf.ca
donaciones@fundacionpuntademita.org
mailto:memberships%40vbgardens.org?subject=
http://www.fundacionpuntademita.org/en/how-to-help
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