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Curator’s Corner
Dear Friends of the Vallarta Botanical Garden, 

This April we celebrate Easter, usher in springtime, and rejoice in a list of incredible events at the Garden. Even though 
we announced it last month, it bears repeating that Delta Airlines listed the Vallarta Botanical Garden as their first 
recommended destination in their 2018 Caribbean, Mexico and Latin America Guide describing it as “truly mesmerizing.”

In the month when we celebrate springtime we have articles for you on both the birds (pages 10 & 11) and the bees 
(pages 6 & 7). Last month we also had a very important survey of our newly acquired conservation preserve by an 
exceptionally talented group of national and international botanists (see more on pages 2-5).

Those of us who conserve and study nature are continually rewarded by a never-ending string of miraculous surprises. 
Once such recent surprise for me was to find a tiny marsupial mouse cowering in an elven nest while I was out gardening. 
This fragile and helpless looking creature reminded me of the infinite lives we touch every time we protect even a small 
parcel of nature.

Warmest regards from the Garden,
Bob Price, Founder and Curator, VBG
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Advancing Plant Science at the Vallarta Botanical Garden
By Scott McMahan, Member of the Vallarta Botanical Garden’s Science Advisory Board and
   Manager of International Plant Exploration, Atlanta Botanical Garden
 
This March, the Vallarta Botanical Garden’s Science Advisory Board gathered in Puerto Vallarta, not just to convene their 
annual meeting, but to also collaborate in field research. After reviewing many of the Garden’s amazing accomplishments 
this past year, participants began a floristic survey of the VBG’s recently acquired conservation preserve land (first 
announced in the June 2017 edition of The Leaflet).
 
Our group consisted of VBG staff and representatives from multiple botanical gardens throughout the US as well as 
researchers from the Universidad de Guadalajara (Instituto de Botánica and Centro Universitario de la Costa). We split 
into teams to cover as much ground as possible including a large parcel across the Los Horcones River and another 
across the Highway 200. Over the next several days we bushwhacked our way all along the river, up the ridges, and 
along the Garden’s new property line. While exploring the forest, we meticulously documented our observations 
and collected herbarium specimens that are currently being identified and tallied by our friends as the University of 
Guadalajara. Not only did we note great diversity in the tree canopy, we also found a thriving community of epiphytes 
including many species of Bromeliads (especially Tillandsias) and Orchids.  Great effort has been made on the part of 
the VBG to construct a fence completely surrounding the property to protect the existing forest from grazing animals 
and help deter would-be poachers.
 
The topography of this new land acquisition is quite steep and rocky making it somewhat difficult to access.  However, 
with a little work, creating some new nature trails that could branch from the existing Jaguar trail as well as a ridge trail 
across the river are certainly possible. With all of the beautiful natural river pools that will soon be accessible upriver 
and the healthy forest surrounding (and now owned by) the VBG, the future of this little jewel in western Mexico has 
just become much brighter.

https://issuu.com/vallartabotanicalgardens/docs/leaflet-jun-2017
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Top Row, Left to Right
Participant Home Organization

Bartolo Cruz Romero, PhD
(Collaborator)

Researcher and Professor,
Centro Universitario de 
la Costa – Universidad de 
Guadalajara

Tim Thibault
(VBG SAB Member)

Curator of Woody Plants,
Huntington Botanical 
Gardens

Audrey Denvir
(2018 VBG Plant Exploration 
Project Coordinator)

Tree Conservation Project 
Coordinator,
The Morton Arboretum

Shannon Still, PhD
(VBG SAB Member)

Director of Plant Conservation 
and Curator,
UC Davis Arboretum and 
Public Garden

Miguel Ángel Muñiz Castro, PhD
(Collaborator)

Researcher and Professor,
University of Guadalajara

Rafael Guzmán Mejía, PhD
(VBG SAB Communications 
Officer)

Retired Botany Professor,
University of Guadalajara

Peter Zale, PhD
(VBG SAB Member)

Associate Director, 
Conservation, Plant Breeding 
and Collections, Longwood 
Gardens

Top Row, Left to Right (continued)
Participant Home Organization

Scott McMahan
(VBG SAB Member)

Manager of International 
Plant Exploration
Atlanta Botanical Garden

Andrew Bunting
(VBG SAB Vice Chair)

Assistant Director of the 
Garden and Director of Plant 
Collections,
Chicago Botanic Gardens

Bottom Row, Left to Right
Participant Home Organization

Juan Daniel Lepe Ríos
(Collaborator)

Biologist,
Instituto Tecnológico de Bahía 
de Banderas

Robert Price
(Garden Founder and Curator)

Founder and Curator, 
Vallarta Botanical Gardens

Nicole Cavender, PhD
(VBG SAB Secretary)

Vice President of Science and 
Conservation,
The Morton Arboretum

Alejandro Zabalgoitia
(Collaborator)

Researcher,
Instituto de Botánica, 
Universidad de Guadalajara
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Beekeeping Comes to the Vallarta Botanical Garden
 
Much of the beauty that we enjoy at the Vallarta Botanical Garden is made possible by the help of our pollinators. 
Around the world, honeybees are the single most prolific pollinator and are essential for maintaining crops we rely 
upon for feeding the planet. Much attention has been drawn upon honeybees in recent years due to concerns over a 
phenomenon known as colony collapse disorder. These hard-working, hive-building, honey makers are no longer taken 
for granted.
 
Vallarta Botanical Garden volunteer David Erne has been a hobbyist beekeeper for over thirty years and has worked with 
beekeepers throughout much of North America and Europe. He recently sponsored the installation of two honeybee 
hives in the Garden. VBG volunteer and local beekeeper Talit María José León Mantecón helped him source and purchase 
the necessary bees and equipment. The two of them then worked with Emmanuel Pina Bernal and Luis Ángel Juárez 
González to install the hives on the slope of one of the Garden’s highest hilltops.
 
These bees should complement the work of other bees naturally occurring within the Garden and form a pollination 
super team! The new hives are located far enough from publicly accessible areas that they are not a concern to those who 
stay on proper lawns, trails, and pathways. If you have any questions about the new buzz, please find David or another 
of the Garden’s volunteers to hear the latest updates on the hives. David and Talit are happy to train others in the gentle 
art of beekeeping. You may request their contact information from Michaela Flores at the Garden’s Membership Desk.
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“…for so work the honeybees, creatures 
that by a rule in nature teach the act of 
order to a peopled kingdom…”

Shakespeare, William.  
1600. Henry V, Act 1, Scene 2
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2018 Vallarta Bird Festival
Article and Photos by Nancy Holland

Last month’s 2018 Vallarta Bird and Nature 
Festival hosted by the Vallarta Botanical Garden 
was another huge success! The Garden was the 
main hub of activities and each morning sold-
out guided birding tours radiated out from there 
with each enthusiastic participant observing an 
average of 60 to 70 different species of birds per 
day! Afternoons activities included presentations, 
a photo exhibit, and a closing folkloric dance 
performance involving audience participation.
 
Luis Morales of the San Pancho Bird Observatory 
provided a wonderful educational presentation 
to raise awareness of illegal trafficking of 
parrots. Jorge Novoa of El Santuario de las 
Guacamayas, gave a presentation about the 
nest box sponsorship program, a short history 
about the macaw sanctuary, and how a nest box 
is built and installed—no minor task! Each day, 
Rohini Velasco of CEMBAB brought two beautiful 
rescued Military Macaws for participants to 
interact with and learn from. He also provided 
an informative discussion about ongoing studies 
of parrot behavior. Eduardo Lugo, of CMFN, 
presented a new book filled with gorgeous nature 
photography and information about the work of 
Mexican photographers/conservationists.

The festival also saw a bird photo exhibit featuring 
the work of Petr Myska, Frank McCann, as well as a 
few of my own prints. Both the Vallarta Botanical 
Garden and the Vallarta Bird and Nature Festival 
thank all of the generous volunteers who made 
this event possible. We’re now brainstorming and 
planning for next year to make the 2019 festival 
even better, so please contact me if you would 
like to get involved!

nancycholland@gmail.com
info@vbgardens.org

Facebook: 
Vallarta Birders
Vallarta Botanical Gardens AC

https://www.facebook.com/Safarisanblas/
https://www.birdingsanpancho.net/
https://www.facebook.com/public/Jorge-Novoa
https://www.facebook.com/public/Jorge-Novoa
https://es-la.facebook.com/conservaciondeespeciesmaravillosas/
http://www.cmfn.mx
mailto:nancycholland%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1666495600268577/about/
https://www.facebook.com/vbgardensac/?ref=br_rs


|       The Leaflet10

Mexican Bird of the Month 
Glaucidium brasilianum –  Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl – An Owl of a Different Color 
Article and photos by Greg R. Homel www.birdinginpuertovallarta.com/birdingadventures@mac.com

Of all the natural sounds to be experienced in the Vallarta 
region, perhaps the Great Kiskadee (last month’s “Mexican 
Bird of the Month”) and the diminutive Ferruginous 
Pygmy-Owl are the most distinctive and familiar to 
local human residents—okay, Great-tailed Grackles 
notwithstanding—even if the source of the latter’s 
repetitive vocals remains a mystery to the vast majority 
who hear it.

Why they are called “pygmy-owls” is pretty obvious once 
you catch sight of this bird; they are about the size of a 
human fist. However, the name ferruginous is less familiar 
to the general public, but makes perfect sense when 
you learn that it alludes to the compound Ferric Oxide, 
a reference to the bird’s russet plumage, which to some 
observers bears a similarity to the compound commonly 
known as rust—Fe2O3… though not all individuals are all 
that, well, “rusty.” In fact, these owls may be gray, earth 
toned or russet in color depending on each individual’s 
plumage variation.

Either way, the aforementioned vocals of this owl are 
pretty unusual, as well, both because they utter them 

nearly continuously during daylight hours, and because 
they may repeat them as many as 130 times in a minute, 
often going for more than one hundred repetitions 
without rest. Now that’s saying something! As hard 
as it may be to believe, however, that is not even close 
to the record number of vocals owls can belt out in a 
minute. That distinction goes to this bird’s close relative, 
the Peruvian Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium peruanum) of the 
Atacama Desert, which calls nearly twice as fast!

In the Puerto Vallarta region, and most of the American 
tropics for that matter, Ferruginous Pygmy-Owls are 
common residents of warm, lowland environments; in 
fact, in the far north of their range they occupy plant 
associations dominated by Saguaro cacti in the Sonoran 
Desert, but occur more typically in thorn forest, riparian 
stands along rivers, and even within ranchos and home 
gardens in our region.

Two relatives, the endemic Colima Pygmy-Owl and 
Northern (Mountain) Pygmy-Owl, also occur in our 
region, but mostly segregate out by altitude, with the 
Colima Pygmy-Owl dominating in oak forests of the 



April 2018    |  11

middle elevations (above 1100 m), and the Northern 
Pygmy-Owl—known locally as the “Mountain Pygmy-
Owl” —replacing the former at the highest altitudes 
above 2000 m, which are dominated by pine-oak (encinal) 
and coniferous environments of pines and firs. However, 
both Ferruginous and Colima pygmies are common and 
sympatric at Vallarta Botanic Garden!

Studies have revealed that these small owls are succinct 
predators of insects (particularly grasshoppers and 
cicadas), arachnids (including venomous spiders and 
scorpions), reptiles (lizards), some mammals (mice) and 
small—and not so small—birds, ranging from warblers 
to quail. Perhaps the most important item in their diet is 
grasshoppers. Being a small predator has both advantages 
and disadvantages. The advantage must be stealth. 
However, being smaller than other local owls, all pygmy-
owls have “false eye-spots” on the back of their heads 
(see inset), two black spots that are theorized to dissuade 
larger predatory birds—including other owls like Mottled 
and Great Horned owls—from depredating them!

Nesting occurs in tree or cacti cavities, originally 
excavated by woodpeckers such as the Golden-cheeked, 
Lineated and Pale-billed varieties. Sometimes the owls 
drive the woodpeckers from their hard-earned homes 
after construction, though most move in once the original 
owners have moved out.

Though they are one of the most widespread American 
owls—occurring from Arizona to Argentina—the 
Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl population consists of several 
distinct races. The North American population is 
sometimes considered distinct from their relatives in 
South America, being called the “Ridgeway’s Pygmy-Owl” 
or Glaucidium ridgewayi.

Some North American races are now considered 
threatened north of Mexico, where they occur in the US 
States of Arizona and Texas. The Arizona population—
known as the “Cactus Pygmy-Owl” is now so rare that just 
20 or so birds are thought to remain north of the border, 
with an unknown population in adjacent Sonora, Mexico; 
the Sonora population has declined by 30% in recent 
years, which is troubling. In Texas they now reside primarily 
on large private ranches—such as the King Ranch—in 
far south Texas, and the population hovers around 2100 
individuals. All three populations are threatened by the 
infamous border wall, now under construction! 
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Dividing your contributions to the Vallarta Botanical 
Garden into monthly payments can help you 
better budget your annual giving while providing 
us with a  dependable monthly income to carry 
the Garden through the slower times of the year.  
Learn more about this valuable opportunity by visiting the 
new Give Every Month “GEM” page on the Garden’s website,  
www.vbgardens.org and begin this kind of contribution 
today.

Commemorative Cantera Benches

Would you like to honor or memorialize someone with 
a permanent cantera bench at the Vallarta Botanical 
Garden? Benches are finished with beautiful hand-
painted ceramic tiles. We can help you create a custom 
design with text and images of your choice. Prices are 
at $7,000 USD for a Banca Real (Regal Bench) and $5,000 
USD for a Banca Distintiva (Distinctive Bench). Dividing 

Become a Garden “GEM” 
by Giving Every Month

this amount into payments over the course of three years 
results in a commitment of only $194 or $139 USD per 
month. These gifts, along with other honorary/memorial 
gifts such as individual tiles and permanent memorial 
stones in the Garden of Memories, qualify for tax-
deductible contributions in Mexico, the US, and Canada. 
For more information, please visit our website or call  
322 223 6182 and ask to speak to the Garden’s Membership 
Coordinator, Michaela Flores.

Your Legacy Lives on at the VBG

Including the Vallarta Botanical Garden in your wills, 
trusts, and estate planning is an investment in the 
long-term viability of this important natural sanctuary 
for Puerto Vallarta and the exquisite flora of Mexico 
and world tropics. A member of the Garden’s Legacy 
Committee would be happy to talk to you about the 
best options for optimizing your philanthropic potential 
and further blessing a community. Please write to  
info@vbgardens.org.
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Mexican Orchid of the Month
Prosthechea chacaoensis (Rchb.f.) W.E.Higgins 
Article & photo by Centeotl Aragón, Staff Biologist

The common name of this highly recognizable orchid is “cockleshell” 
due to its distinctive form and the coloration of its labellum. The 
scientific genus name comes from the Greek word “prostheke” 
meaning “appendix” and is a reference to this flower’s column. Its 
species name refers to the Chacao region of Venezuela, but it has 
a wide distribution ranging all the way up from South America 
into Mexico. At the time of its first description by Heinrich Gustav 
Reichenbach in 1854, the leading orchid taxonomist of that era, it 
was originally referred to as Epidendrum chacaoensis. Its genus has 
since gone through subsequent name changes from Epidendrum, to 
Encyclia, and now Prosthechea. Despite its similarities to P. baculus, P. 
fragrans, P. ionophlebia, P. radiata, and P. trula, among many others, 
it can differentiated by its two apical leaves, gray-green subcylindric 
to ovoid pseudobulbs, a racemose inflorescence with two to eight 
flowers and a bloom period of midwinter to early summer. It has very 
fragrant flowers which many visitors say reminds them of jasmine. 
So on your next visit here let yourself be captivated by its fragrance!

REFERENCE:
• Pupulin F. and Karremans. 2007. Prosthechea ionophlebia and Prosthechea 

chacaoensis; two different species, but which is which?. Lindleyana in Orchids 
76(3): 202–208.
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Education and Volunteer Report
By Centeotl Aragón, Vallarta Botanical Garden

Monthly tally of visits, program participation, 
and volunteer service, March 2018:

Total member visits to the VBG: 230

Total non member visits to the VBG: 5889

Total complimentary entries:* 30

Total participation in special events, 
classes & workshops:

30

Total participation in 1 pm tours:** 286

Total volunteer service hours: 102

* The Vallarta Botanical Garden is pleased to provide complimentary entry for educational programs for school groups with advanced reservations. 
Currently, these are only offered on Wednesdays. Requests for reservations may be delivered by email to escolar@vbgardens.org and should be 
sent at least five days prior to the requested visit date. Requests for reservations are granted on a first-come, first-served basis and are subject to 
scheduling restrictions.

**1 pm tours are offered daily from December through March and otherwise only when volunteers are available.

The first group of students we received this past month 
are future nutritionists studying at the Universidad de 
Guadalajara’s local Centro Universitario de la Costa (UDG 
CUC). Their teacher, Blanca Denisse, worked with me to focus 
on a custom-tailored learning experience to teach students 
about the health benefits of growing a home garden. Later 
in the month we also had an additional group of visiting 
students from the CUC led by David Bustos and a group 
from Mexico City’s Great Union Institute whose visit was 
coordinated by Yolanda Rosique.
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Garden Hours      9 am – 6 pm                                                                                            

* Some activities subject to change. The most current calendar, often with links to
further event information, can be viewed at www.vbgardens.org/calendar.

Vallarta Botanical Garden’s Calendar

DATE EVENT COST
THE GARDEN IS CLOSED ON MONDAYS APRIL THROUGH DECEMBER

1 Apr Easter – (Garden remains open for all of Holy Week) --

6 Apr Orchids of Mexico Lecture (11 am) Free for Garden 
Members

8 Apr Garden Volunteer and Staff Appreciation Day --

19 Apr Curator’s Cocktail Social
Advanced purchase 
& registration 
required

22 Apr Earth Day --

Open 7 days/wk       for the months of Dec., Jan., Feb., & March (except Christmas & New Year’s Day)
Open 6 days/wk       (Closed Mondays) April, May, June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct., & Nov.
Early “Bird” Opening     8 am every Thursday (Offered for the months of Dec., Jan., Feb., & March)
Daily Guided Tour      1 pm (Offered for the months of Dec., Jan., Feb., & March)
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Can you find your name on our 
Wall of Patrons?

If you’re not yet “on the wall” we invite you to join
the family that preserves the Garden forever!

Becoming a member is easy & provides great benefits:
www.vbgardens.org/memberships

A high resolution image of this photograph is 
available at www.vbgardens.org/benefactors

Michaela Flores, 
Membership Coordinator, VBG

memberships@vbgardens.org

The beauty of the Vallarta Botanical Garden makes it a perfect backdrop for 
celebrating the life of a loved one and/or a cherished pet. The hillsides on 
either side of the International Peace Garden of Mexico in front of Our Lady 
of the Garden Chapel are two especially appropriate places to do so. Pages 12 
and 13 of this month’s edition of The Leaflet have more information, but I would 
also be happy to talk with you about this further should you be interested in 
creating a memorial here at the Garden.

Members: Please always wear your membership card while visiting the Garden. This helps our 
staff and volunteers recognize you as members and offer valuable discounts on your Garden 
purchases and other important benefits.

From the Membership Desk
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We would like to acknowledge and thank the following supporters: 
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BETTY JEAN “BJ” ETCHEPARE

DANA FARIS 

DAVID & WILKA FOSTER

PAMELA FOUNTAIN

GEORGE FULTON

JOHN & LINDA GALSTON

RONNIE GAUNY FAMILY

JON HALL & EDWARD GRANT

POUL & JUDITH HANSEN 

JOHN & TAMARA HARGESHEIMER

HARRINGTON LANDSCAPES

ANNE-MARIE HAYNES 

KATHRYN HILL

KEN HOFFMANN & BRUCE GRIMM

NANCY HOLLAND 

HOTEL MERCURIO

RANDY & JANIS JONES

COPA DE ORO
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ALEXANDER ADAMS
DAN ADAMS

MICHELLE AGUILAR
WILLIAM AGUILAR

EDITH AHERN
PATRICK AHERN

MAX AKBER
DENNIS ALEXANDER

FRANK ALLEN
SHARON ALLEN
CARMEN ANAYA

LOUISE ANDERSON
ED ANDRES

GRACE ANDRES
MARCELINO ANGELO

KENIA LETICIA ANGUIANO ARJANA
NOREEN ANGUS 

THOMAS ARCOLEO
DIANE ARGUELLES
JOHN ARGUELLES

CONNIE ARGUS
PAUL ARMSTRONG 

ALEJANDRO ARREOLA
PAM ARTHUR

OLGA LETICIA ARTONA OCHON
KEVIN BACKER

DAVID BAIN
GARIN BAKEL 

JEROLD BALZER 
LORIN BALZER
MARK BANTZ

ANDREW BARKER
ALISON BARNES 

KEN BARNES
THOMAS BARNES 

AL BARNUM
MAYRA BARRIENTOS 
CURTISS BARROWS

BRUCE BECKLER 
BOB BENHAM

NANCY BENHAM
CHRISTINA BENNETT
TIMOTHY BENNETT

JOE BERGQUIST
ROBERT BERMAN 

SALAM BERNADETTE
THOMAS BERNES

KAREN BILLINGSTEA
PAUL BILLINGSTEA

GARY BIVANS 
SANDRA BLANCHETTE

JANE BLANK
CODY BLOMBERG

JOAN BLUM
JOHN BOCK

PATRICIA BOCK
TERRY BOCK 

JACQUES BOIROUX
SUSAN BORNEMAN

MICHAEL BOUSTEAD 
ROB BOYD 

ARNE BRAUNER
IVAN ULSES BRAVO CONTRERAS

LORETO BRAVO CONTRERAS
AKIROQ BROST
AVINA BROST

FREDERICK BROWN 
MYRNA BROWN
BOB BRUNEAU 

DAVID BUCK
MARY ANNE SEMONI BUCK

BARB BUCKAC
ROBERT BULTHUIS 

SALLY BUTLER
JUDITH BYRNS 
ROGER BYROM
CRAIG CALLEN 
DORIS CAMP

WALTER CAMP
BARRY CAMPBELL

LAUREN CAMPBELL
CARLOS ALBERTO CAMPOS BERNAL

THOMAS CANCILLA
EMMETT CARLSON 
VIRGINIA CARLSON
THOMAS CARROLL

JANE CEASE
RONALD CEASE
RIK CHAMBLEE
LEE CHAPMAN

NANCY CHAPMAN
MICHAEL CHARTIER

HERBERT CHASE 

YUM CHIN
PETER CLYDE
JEFF COATES

JULIANA COATES
SONTAG CODY
BONNIE COLE

SHARON COLLINS
ROSA ELENA COLMENORES FRANCO

ROSS CONNER
GEORGIA COPELAND

TIM COPELAND
ALAN COTSWORTH

LAURIE CRAISE 
JAMES CRANK
ROGER CRONK
SHARI CRONK

CARYN CRUMP
JOHN CRUMP

CINTHIA GUADALUPE CUEVAS JACOBO
LIONEL CUNNINGHAM
LOUISE CUNNINGHAM

EUCLID CURIOSO
SARAH DAVIES

GREGORY DAVIS
KATHY DAY
PAUL DAY

ANTONIO DEANDA
YVONNE DEFEITAS 

JET DE LA ISLA 
CHERRY DELORENZO

NICK DELORENZO
WALLACE DEMARY JR.

MARIA DENINO
BRANKA DEUTSCH

ALEJANDRO DIAZ GONZALEZ
GENARO ARMANDO DIAZ

DANIEL DICKMEYER 
MICHEL DI FRUSCIA 

ALAN DILL
LANI DILL

ALLYN DIXON
BRYCE DOHERTY
CARY DOWNEY 

BRUCE DOWNING
LINDA DOWNING
MICAELA DOYLE

JOHN DRANN 
JOHN DRUM

JOHN DUCOLE 
PAULA DULAK

CONNIE DUNCAN
KAREN DUNCAN

ROBERT DUNCAN
TODD DUNCAN
WILLIAM DRURY

KELLY DYCK
CHAD EBERT 

BONNIE ECCLES 
JIM ECKARDT

MARY EDMONDS 
SCOTT ELLIOT

DIANE ELLSWORTH
MICHAEL ELSASSER

MARIA ENRIQUETA GORDILLO
NORM ERICKSON

FRANCISCO ESPINO IBARRA
CLIFFORD FAIRCHILD

SUSAN FAIRCHILD
JOHN FALL

BARBARA FARRARI
TIM FARRARI

NED FARQUMAR
JAMES FAY 

FRED FERNANDEZ 
CHARLES FEESER

BOB FIELDS
PATTY PIELDS
JANIS FINELLI

LUCIA FISCHER
MICHAEL FLATT 

DAGMAR FLORES
MICHAELA FLORES
ROBERTO FLORES 

ANN FOSTER
DEAN FOSTER
ERIK FOSTER

DAVID TROY FRANCIS
JANIS FINELLI

ADRIANA FONTELA
DANIEL FREEMAN 

SUZANNE FRENCH-SMITH 
DANIEL GAIR

PATTI GALLARDO

ARTURO GAONA
EDGAR GARCIA

GEORGIA GARDNER 
ESTER GARIBAY

MICHEL GAUTHIER 
NEIL GERLOWSKI

RIKKI GILBERT
STAN GILBERT
EDWARD GILL 
BLANCA GOLD
JEFFERY GOLD

CERGIO GONZALEZ
FREKEKE GOODYEAR

MARIA ENRIQUETA GORDILLO
BONNIE GREENSPAN
ROLLAND GREGORE

DEE GRIFFITH
WENDY GROSS
KATHY HAINDS

TIMOTHY HAINDS
MICHAEL HAMMOND

CATHLEEN HANNA
DAVID HANNA
KEN HARBOUR

MAGGIE HARBOUR
RON HARNER 
CLINT HARRIS

FRANK HARRISON 
ED HARROD

THERESA HARROD
JOEL HART

PAMELA HART
JOYCE HARTVIGSON

HELEN HARTUNG
T.J. HARTUNG
KATIE HARCK

ROBERT HARCK
CARLY HEGLER

NANCY HEMINGWAY
VINCENT HERNANDEZ

MARIA MAGDALENA HERNANDEZ MARTINEZ
JOYCE HIGH
TERRY HIGH

ANN HOFFMAN
THOMAS HOFFMANN

WALTER HOFFMAN
MICHAEL HORD

LISA HORTON
BRYAN HOULETTE

GARY HOWARD
EMILIO HUGHES
HOLLY HUNTER 

KLEE ILSE
DAVID JACKOVICH 

DALE JACKSON
MICHAEL JACKSON

REG JAMES 
JESSE JAMEZ

MATTY JAMEZ
JOHN JENSEN 
DRANN JOHN

CARL JOHNSON
IRENE JOHNSON
KENT JOHNSON 

WENDY JOHNSON 
PAULE JOHNSTON

THOMAS JOHNSTON
DEREK JONES

CARLA JONIENTZ
KIRSTIE KAISER

JAY KALLIO
DENISE KAMENZIND

JOSEPH KANDOLL 
FRANCES KANE

JOE KANE
ALICE KATZ 

JOHN KELLEHER
CANDACE KEPLEY
JOHN KILBOURNE

JOHN KING
JACK KIRKPATRICK

SUZANNE KIRKPATRICK
NAOMI KITAMURA

ISLE KLEE
MARLEN ANN KNAFELC

JOYCE KNAUFF
LUKE KOST

JEAN KRAUS
LARRY KRICK
KEN KRINGS

DR. JUDY KRINGS 
ELLEN LANGER 

LENARD LANGLOIS

LUIS LATT
ANTONIA LAW

WAYNE LAW
STEWART LEDFORD 

MICHEL LENZ 
PATRICIA LESTZ
CHERYL LEWIS
FABIAN LEYVA

KLAUS LIEBETANZ
MARY LINDE 

RICHARD LINDGREN
HANK LINSEY
VICKI LINSEY

DENNIS LOCKARD
MYLEA LOGIN
KATIE LONCAR
DERALD LONG
GEORGE LONG
MARILYN LONG
FRANK LOPEZ
DAVID LORD 

LOURDES LOZANO
RITA LOVE

STEPHEN LOVE
KOBAYASHI LUIGI

GERADO LUGO
CASEY LUPTON
KEITH LUPTON
HARRY LYNN

JOHN MACLEOD
RONALD MACKLIN
HELENA MACKLIN 

MACA MAC MORRAN
KEN MACRAE
PAUL MADAN

STEPHANIE MADAN
KEVIN MAGORIEN 

BILL MAKENZIE
CHARLES MALLERY

ANN MANLEY
SCOTT MANLEY

JIM MANN
NICK MANTHEY 

AMADOU MARIKO
LESLIE MARIKO
NANCY MARK

CLARICE MARKLE
RON MARKLE

CHRISTINA MARTELL
STEVE MARTIN

RIGOBERTO MARTINEZ QUERO
MARSHALL MASHBURN 

TOM MASON
VICKY MASON

JOHN MAYNARD
DOUGLAS  MCCALLUM
MARGARET MCCALLUM

FRANK MCCANN
PILAR MCCANN

TANDACE MCDILL
EVE MCEWIN

SCOTTY MCINTYRE
JOHN MCKINNY

JOHN MEANWELL 
PHILLIP MEANS

ALAN MENDELSSOHN 
DIANNA MEDNICK

MATTHEW MESSNER
JAMES MCCLINTIC

GARY MILLER
KAREN MILLER

KATHRYN MILLER
DAVE MOHR

CHRIS MONLUX
MARIA MONTOYA

FRANK MONTAGUE 
RON MORGAN 

MYRNA MORTON-BROWN
ED MOWATT

STEVE MURDOCH
JOE MURPHY

MARTHA ANN MYERS
STUART ALEXANDER NAPIER

BILL NICHOLS
SANDY NICHOLS

CYNTHIA NIELSON
LARS NIELSON
BILL NOONAN

CYNTHIA NOONAN
CECILIA NORMAN
JOHN NORMAN

WENDELL NORRIS 
HOWARD NUSBAUM 
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INDIVIDUAL
DANA ANDERSON

LEE ANDERSON
BRISHA BORCHGREVIK

CLAUDIA BROWN
MARCIA BUTTEL

ELEONORE CANACCIOLO
MARCIE CAVANAGH

SANDRA CESCA
KRISTEN COPLIN

CARLA CURTBERTSON
OSCAR FREY

HECTOR GAXIOLA-CAMACHO
SIDNEY GOODMAN
MARTIN GORDIAN
CATHY GORDON
CHERYL GREENE

CURT HAHN
MARY HARRISON
BARRY HAYHURST

DAVID HILL
JEANNIE HNYTKA

JOVANY JARA
CANDACE KAHAN

NANCY KAHN
THOMAS KAUN

ALLAN KLEINMAN
JUDITH-ELLEN LALANDE

VELORA LILLY
REX MARCUA

KEEYLA MEADOWS
DEAN MCINTYRE

CHRISTOPHER MILLS
BRENDA NOKLEBY

THOERRIN OLDENBOURG
MICHAEL OLSCHAFSKIE

BRIAN OMALLEY
DONALD OXFORD
GILBERTO PEREZ

KATHLEEN PHELPS
YVONNE PINE

CARLA PIRINGER
DONA PITMAN

LARRY POWLESLAND
LARRY READ

MIRANDA REEVES
MARUCA REX

DENISE RHODES
LYNN ROGERS
JUDITH ROTH

JEREMY SATTERFILED
ANN SAVIO

CHRISTIE SEELEY
JACOB SCHERER

MICHAEL SNYDER
CARLOS SORIANO

RONALD SPRINGER
BILLIE TALYOR

SHERRY TOFFIN
PAULINA VALÉS TORT

PEGGY TREMAYNE
SIGIFREGO VELAZQUEZ

DIANE WALSH
BARBARA WASHINGTON

DAVID WEBER
JOHNATHON WHITE

JUSTIN WILLIAMS
SARAH WILLIAMS

BARBARA WASHINTON
DONNA WYMANN

HANK OFFEREINS
RUTHLID OFFEREINS

K.E. OLSHEWSKY
ANA ORTEGA

ISAIAS ORTEGA
EDWARD PADALINSKI

DANIEL PAINE
ALISON PALMER
ALICIA PARTIDA

DENNIS PASQUINI
PATTY PASQUINI

NANCY PATTERSON
TOMMY PATTERSON
CAROLYN PAULINE
MICHAEL PAULINE

PAT PAULINE
YESENIA PELAXO RAMOS

JEAN PENDER 
PILAR PEREZ

ARLENE PERVIN
HANS PETERMANN 
DIANE PETERSON
KENT PETERSON

PETRA PFAFFE
ARI TANUR PFEFFER

DAVID PHILLIPS
KAREN PHILLIPS

PACO PIÑA 
DANIEL PINTO 

ARLENE POLNIK
JEANNE PORTEAU 
JOSEPH PORTNOY

JERRY POVSE
ELINOR PRAWER
HARVEY PRAWER

CARIE PRYOR
MARK PRYOR

DAVE QUISLING
ELLIE QUISLING

WENDY RASMUSSEN

SEAN RAWLINS
BARRETT REEVE

KAY REEVE
TERENCE REILLY

PETER REX
JESÚS ALBERTO REYES GARCÍA

BONNIE RICHARDS
GARY RICHARDS 

ROBBIN RICHARDSON 
MICHAEL RICHKER

ALEJANDRO RIEFKOHL
KATHY RIESER

KEN RIESER
DOUG ROBINSON 
AGUSTIN ROCHA

DR. MORGAN ROJAS
JORDON ROMO

WAYNE ROSS
CATHY ROTH 
JUDITH ROTH 

AL ROUYER
CATHERINE ROUYER

KEN ROWLEY
TERESA ROWLEY

DAVE RUBINO
EILEEN RUSSELL

BERADETTE SALAM
DAVID SALAS 

CHARLIE SALLIS 
ING. EMILIANO SANCHEZ MARTINEZ

MICHELLE SAVELLE
PHIL SCHALLAT

BEVERLY SCHOFIELD
SHEILA SCHULTZ
ALICE SCHWARTZ
JACK SCHWARTZ

DAVID SCHWENDEMAN
BEVERLY SCHOFIELD

NIEL SECHAN
RONALD SEDGWICK 

ROSEMARY SHEFFIELD
BARBARA SELVAGE
ROBERT SELVAGE

MARY ANN SEMONI
CHRISTINE SETH

SANDY SETH
ANNE SHANNON  
ALINE SHAPHIRO

ERIC SILGERO
PHIL SIMS 

MARK SIPES
BARBARA SKINNER

KIM SLENO
BRYAN SMITH
WENDY SMITH 

ANGELA SOWERS
JOHN SPRINGER 
BONNIE SQUIRE
DAN STILLWELL 
JANE STILLWELL

CHARLES STROZEWSKI
MARIANNE STROZEWSKI

CLIFF STUEHMER
ROSEMARY STUEHMER

CATHERINE STUMP
KENT SWANSON

SUSAN SWANSON
JACK SCHWARTZ

ARI PFEFFER TANUR
DAVID TARRANT
BEVERLY TAYLOR

BILLIE TAYLOR
TIM TAYLOR

BETH TESLER
TIM THIBAULT 

JOHN THOMAS
TERRI THOMAS

MARY THOMASSEN
NEIL THOMASSEN

JON THURSTON

TIK THURSTON
KEN TOUCHET 
MIGUEL TOVAR

BILL TRACHTENBERG
PAULINA TRACHTENBERG

SHARON TRIGG
SCOTT TUFT
DON VARNI 

DANIEL VAZQUEZ
MICHELLE VENANCE 

PHILLIPPA VERNON-POWELL
JACK VETTER

DIKI VOIGT
PABLO VOIGT

CATHY VON ROHR
PATRICIA WAGNOR 
THOMAS WAGNOR

SONIA WALKER
DIANE WALSH 

NANCY WARNER
ERIK WATTS

LINDA WATTS
JOHN WAUCHOPE 

JIM WEBER
KATHY WEBER

BILL WEIL 
GORDON WHEPLEY

MARIA WHEPLEY
GREG WHITE 
LINDA WILD

MARY GRACE WILKUS
JOEY WILLIAMS 

SUSAN WISEMAN
ANDREW WOOD
CHRIS WOODS
GARY WOODS

KEVIN WU
ERNA ZUKANOVIC
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We Also Thank the Following Foundations for Their Recent Support: 

BROOKLYN BIRD CLUB
CHARLES H. STOUT FOUNDATION

INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP CLUB
MELINDA MCMULLEN CHARITABLE TRUST
STANLEY SMITH HORTICULTURAL TRUST

If your name is missing or you find an error, please alert the Membership Coordinator, 
Michaela Flores:  memberships@vbgardens.org  Thank you.

(S) = student    (I) = individual           = deceased            

mailto:memberships%40vbgardens.org?subject=


     USA  Our direct support 501(c)3,
  “Friends of Vallarta Botanical Gardens, A.C.” 

  issues tax-deduction receipts:

Checks may be mailed to:
Friends of Vallarta Botanical Gardens, A.C.
759 North Campus Way
Davis, CA 95616

Wire transfers / direct deposits are accepted:
Please write to treasurer@vbgardens.org
for routing and account numbers.

Credit Card Payments:
Call us w/ your card info:      +52 322 223 6182

Donations of stocks and IRA distributions:
• Charles Schwab         Account #  46789311 DTC
                      Clearing #  164    Code: 40
• Chase Brokerage       DTC #          0352
                      Account #  7422361

Thank you for your generous contributions!

Phone: 01 52 322 223 6182 (international calls) or 223 6182 (local calls) 
 
Email: info@vbgardens.org              Web:  www.vbgardens.org

Your Donations to the Vallarta Botanical Garden are Greatly Appreciated

México

Canada       Our educational programs qualify for
                      tax-deduction receipts provided by
                       The Canadian Children’s Shelter of
                       Hope Foundation (CCSHF)

Cheques may be mailed to:
Canadian Children’s Shelter of Hope Foundation
87 Lavinia Ave
Toronto, ON,
M6S 3H9
Canada

Please write “VBG” for “Vallarta Botanical Gardens” 
on your cheques.

Alternatively, you may donate using a credit card 
through CanadaHelps.org (whose donation page is 
linked to the CCSHF website www.ccshf.ca) selecting the 
“Vallarta Botanical Gardens Fund.”

	  

	  

	  
	  

• Tax-deduction receipts are avaiable for donations to the Vallarta Botanical Garden  
made through the Fundación Punta de Mita (FPM).

• Please send an email earmarking your gift for the Vallarta Botanical Garden to 
donaciones@fundacionpuntademita.org with a copy to info@vbgardens.org

• In this email please include your name, the date your gift was sent, and the amount of your gift.

Checks may be mailed to:
Fundación Punta de Mita, A.C. 
Carretera Federal Libre 200 Km 18.05 
Punta Mita, Nayarit, C.P. 63734 México.

Wire transfers:   Bank: Banamex
    Account in Mexican Pesos (MXN):
    Account in US Dollars (USD):

SWIFT CODE: BNMXMXMM
09840115760 CLABE 002375098401157608
09849002101  CLABE 002375098490021017

• Please provide FPM with your email and information to be  
included in the tax-deductible receipt (which will be sent by email).

• Please provide FPM with confirmation (copy of check) for  
tracking.

Paypal: www.fundacionpuntademita.org/en/how-to-help

mailto:treasurer%40vbgardens.org?subject=
http://info@vbgardens.org
http://www.vbgardens.org 
http://www.ccshf.ca
donaciones@fundacionpuntademita.org
mailto:memberships%40vbgardens.org?subject=
http://www.fundacionpuntademita.org/en/how-to-help
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