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Curator’s Corner 
Dear Friends of the Garden, 

Each winter ancient civilizations, including those of the Aztecs and Mayas, prayed for the sun to return from its 
steady and ominous decent in the horizon and to once again come back with increasing daylight, heat, and 
growing hours for their all-important crops. It seems that the end of summer brings on a different prayer to those 
of us who spend the year in Puerto Vallarta. Technically, the last week of September may be the fall equinox, but 
the intense heat and humidity that provides our forests with their exuberant green vegetation and wondrous 
botanical delights, lingers well into October. But just as the Aztec sun came back without fail each year, our heat 
and humidity drifted away in the wind once again bringing back the dreamlike climate of a new Puerto Vallarta fall 
and winter season. 

As the ancients marked their calendars upon the solstice, we in Vallarta mark our calendars with events to 
welcome back our friends from around the world as well as new visitors to our beloved Bay of Banderas and its 
beaches, mountains, and forests that surround it with an immense embrace. We hope your calendars are already 
marked with your next visit to the Garden whether to join us for events or activities or to just spend a quiet day 
here with friends, family or even on your own. To those of you too far to visit soon, keep Mexico in your hearts —
you are certainly in ours! 

From the Garden, 

 

Bob Price, Curator and Founder 
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  “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.” 
 
  — Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

 

Mexico—Birthplace of the Pumpkin 

 

By Neil Gerlowski, Executive Director, VBG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pumpkins feature so prominently in the traditional autumnal cuisine, literature, and legend of the US that many 
erroneously assume it to be a native plant to that country. Any good botanist should be quick to point out though 
that millennia before the first pumpkin pie accompanied any Thanksgiving feast, pumpkins have served as a staple 
food in Mexico and a quintessential symbol of the change of seasons here. The first domesticated pumpkin seeds 
were discovered in ancient Oaxacan tombs dating back to 7000 BCE, their use in burial denoting a high degree of 
cultural importance. Pumpkin fruit, seeds, oil, and even flowers are still extensively used today in Mexican cuisine. 
 
The pumpkin’s spooky side was also recognized by ancient Mexican cultures. Centuries before Washington Irving’s 
1820 American classic “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (in which a shattered pumpkin marked the mysterious 
disappearance of Ichabod Crane after a run-in with the Headless Horseman) Aztecs featured pumpkin pulp in their 
fall-time rituals which are now celebrated as “The Day of the Dead.” 
 
Mexican pumpkins occur in a dramatic range of colors beyond the stereotypical orange and can be harvested from 
a dark green to yellow, red, pink, and white. Botanically, pumpkins are fruits belong to the curcurbitaceae family 
along with cucumbers, melons, squash and gourds—all originating in the Americas—though widely introduced 
throughout the world. Don’t let their names in other countries fool you either: an “Italian” zucchini, introduced to 
the Apennine Peninsula only a few hundred years ago, has been known as calabacita in Mexico since the Spanish 
Conquest and by various indigenous names since time immemorial. 
 
Whether you celebrate this fall with pumpkin pie or quesadillas filled with flor de calabaza (pumpkin flowers), 
remember to give a nod to Mexico for yet another gift to the taste buds of people all over the world. 
 
 
    “I would rather sit on a pumpkin and have it all to myself 
      than be crowded on a velvet cushion.” 
 
    — Henry David Thoreau 
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Garden Entry Fee Increase 

 

By Neil Gerlowski, Executive Director, VBG 
 

The Vallarta Botanical Garden is committed to providing a world-class botanical visitor experience while advancing 
its initiatives in conservation, research, and environmental education. We also continue to offer access at an 
affordable cost to the local public and provide complimentary visits to school children (over 2,000 in 2013). 
Amazingly this is all done without any direct government support. We rely on the generous patronage and 
contributions or visitors, members and donors to make this all happen. As inflation and costs of doing business 
increase, we must in turn assess our pricing structure and occasionally modify it accordingly. 
 
This past month the Garden’s Board of Directors approved an entry fee increase for the first time in four years 
from 60 pesos per person to 80 pesos per person beginning on December 14th. While infants will still be admitted 
without charge, an entry fee of 20 pesos per child age 4-12 will also be introduced. 
 
We are working hard to ensure that our labor in horticulture, plant display, landscaping, interpretation, and guest 
service more than warrants the modest increase in entry. In our effort to provide a great public benefit to locals, 
we are also increasing the total complimentary visits by receiving more schoolchild for the 2014-2015 academic 
year. We’re also working with educators to transform these visits from “field trips” to true “field studies” with in-
class introductions of terms and concepts followed by focused activities here at the Garden with measurable 
learning objectives. 
 

Our 2013 inclusion in the list of 
the “TOP 10 Gardens in North 
America Worth Traveling For” 
by the Canadian Garden 
Tourism Conference confirmed 
what we had already known to 
be true: a visit to the Vallarta 
Botanical Garden is a world-
class experience. Crunching the 
numbers, we confirmed a 
hunch that until then we 
couldn’t easily quantify: with an 
entry fee of only 80 pesos per 
person, a visit to the VBG is an 
unparalleled value. We 
continue to add new features 
to the Garden increasing its 
value to our visitors. This is 
perhaps best evidenced by our 

new Vallarta Conservatory of Mexican Orchids which prompted our 2014 award of “Initiative of the Year Award” 
by the International Garden Tourism Council during the Gardens Without Limits Conference in Metz, France. 
 
There’s still plenty of time to visit us before the fee increase including our entire week-long celebration of the 
Grand Opening of the Vallarta Conservatory of Mexican Orchids (December 6th-13th). Also, for those to whom 80 
pesos presents too great of a challenge, we are announcing 50% off the entry fee for the months of May and 
September, specifically offered with our local friends of Cabo Corrientes, Puerto Vallarta, and Bahia de Banderas in 
mind. 
 
Paying your entry fee makes a big difference! Purchasing a membership creates an even bigger impact and 
welcomes you to a very special family of Garden supporters. It also provides a great savings for those who visit the 
Garden often. Many thanks for your support and patronage. 

 “TOP 10 Gardens in North America Worth Traveling For” 
as declared by the Garden Tourism Conference in 2013 

Garden Location Adult Admission Rates 
USD/CAN MXN 

Atlanta Botanical Garden Atlanta, GA, USA 18.95 ~250 
The Butchart Gardens Victoria, BC, CAN 30.20 ~400 
Chanticleer Garden Wayne, PA, USA 10.00 ~130 
Filoli Woodside, CA, USA 15.00 ~200 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden Richmond, VA, USA 11.00 ~145 
Missouri Botanical Garden St Louis, MO, USA 8.00 ~105 
Montreal Botanical Garden Montreal, QC, CAN 18.75 ~245 
Portland Japanese Garden Portland, OR, USA   9.50 ~125 
Springs Preserve Las Vegas, NV, USA 18.95 ~250 
Vallarta Botanical Garden Puerto Vallarta, JAL, MX ~6.15     80 
Average Adult Admission Rate: 14.65 ~190 
Note:   Conversion rate used: 13 MXN = 1 USD/CAN 
             ~ = approximate conversion from USD/CAN to MXN or vica versa. 
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 “I cannot endure to waste anything so precious as autumnal sunshine by staying in the house.” 
 
 — Nathaniel Hawthorne 

 
 

 
 
 

From the Membership Desk 

New discoveries await you at the Garden with every visit. Garden members have unlimited access to their favorite 
plants, trials, exhibits, swimming holes in the Rio Horcones, or just the chance to relax in the green and flower-
filled paradise we are surrounded by. Membership rates are unchanged by the new entry fee increase and remain 
a wonderful option to both receive valuable benefits and support the work that we do within our grounds and 
beyond in the community and our local forests.   

To upgrade a current membership, renew, join us for the very first time, 
or just say hi, please visit with me at the Garden soon or visit our member 
page online www.vbgardens.org/memberships. 

Thank you for your support! 

Michaela Flores 
Membership Coordinator 
memberships@vbgardens.org 
 
 
 
 
 

The Vallarta Conservatory of Mexican Orchids – Grand Opening Week! 
 

Construction is complete on the new Vallarta Conservatory of Mexican Orchids! Public access to this new facility is 

now available even while we are adding displays, plants, and interpretive signage in preparation our Grand 

Opening. Originally scheduled for December13th, 2014, we’ve now programmed a whole week of Grand Opening 

Celebration activities from December 6th through the 13th. Please mark your calendars accordingly! 

 
 
 
 
  “¿Que sigue pagando el otoño con tanto dinero amarillo?” 
 
 “What does autumn continue to pay for with so much yellow money?” 
 
 — Pablo Neruda 

 

http://www.vbgardens.org/memberships
mailto:memberships@vbgardens.org
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Mexican Orchid of the Month – Sobralia decora 
 

So many of the Puerto Vallarta region’s native orchids occur as epiphytes that those naturally occurring in other 
forms are a wonderful exception. Sobralia decora is most commonly encountered as a reedy terrestrial in large 
clumps sometimes over a meter in height. Its flowers, beyond their graceful beauty, are admired for their 
delightful cinnamon scent. Sobralia decora is remarkably easy to grow and is a top choice native plant for one still 
working on their green thumb. Just plant it in loose tezontle (volcanic rock) or other such rapidly-draining medium. 
The Garden has plenty of Sobralia decoras on display, especially in the new conservatory, and you can find some 
available in our nursery to bring back to your own tropical garden or even a condo patio. 

 
 

The second edition of the popular guide book “Tropical Plants and Walks 
of Puerto Vallarta” is now available in the Garden’s gift shop. The 
expanded new 120 page edition includes more plant photos and 
descriptions and an expanded section on the Vallarta Botanical Garden. 

Sandra also leads several different walks throughout the Vallarta region 
including a new walk of nearby historic El Tuito. For more information, visit 
www.escaperoutevallarta.com or write to: sandra.learn.vallarta@gmail.com. 

http://www.escaperoutevallarta.com/
mailto:sandra.learn.vallarta@gmail.com
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Mexican Bird of the Month — Mexican Yellow Grosbeak 
 

The Mexican yellow grosbeak (Pheucticus chrysopeplus) occurs along Mexico’s Pacific slope from Sonora all the 
way south to Chiapas with its range just dipping into Guatamala. Occasionally vagrants are reported to be 
observed in the southwestern-most states of the US. The striking yellow, black, and white colors of the male 
normally make its field identification quite easy. The females have more subdued colors with olive upperparts, 
gray in place of black on the wing, and smaller white markings. Even so, the proportionally very large beak of this 
species can help give it away. 
 
Many thanks to Petr Myska of VivaNatura for his image of the Mexican yellow grosbeak. The second edition of his 
“Field Guide to the Amphibians, Reptiles, Birds and Mammals of Western Mexico” is now on sale at the Vallarta 
Botanical Garden for $320 pesos, or $288 pesos with a member discount. 

The Garden is a popular birding hotspot year-round. Binoculars can be rented (only 70 pesos per pair for up to four 
hours) if you don’t have your own. Organized school groups receive complimentary use of the binoculars, guided 
birding tours, and more with advanced reservations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast with the Birds  — Available Everyday at the Garden 

Included 
• Garden Entry 
• Binocular Rental 
• Garden Birding Checklist 
• Breakfast w/ coffee or juice 

 
Just $280 MXN / person 

 

http://www.vivanatura.org/
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VBG Education & Volunteer Program Report  

 

By Linda Asencio, Biologist and Environmental Educator 
Peace Corps Volunteer at the Vallarta Botanical Garden through a collaboration with Mexico’s Park Service (CONANP) 

 
While we’re welcoming back many so-called “snowbirds” traveling to Vallarta by plane, car, or otherwise, the real 
feathered snowbirds are also arriving in droves. This past month we reached nearly 200 total participants in 
celebration of “International Migratory Bird Day.” And why would a botanical Garden be so concerned about 
birds? First off, avian life provides crucial environmental services that plants depend on: pollination, insect control, 
small mammal control, seed dispersal, and much more. Beyond this, the beauty and activity of birds along with the 
challenge of observing many rare and more secretive species makes birding a fascinating pastime. People who 
appreciate birds are much more likely to care for critical habitat such as our forests, much of which is now at risk. 
 

The Garden’s October birding events included a presentation to 
biology students at the University of Guadalajara’s Puerto Vallarta 
Campus (UDG-CUC), a field study at the Garden for students from the 
Puerto Vallarta Regional Preparatory School, birding participants at 
the Garden on October 11th including several visitors from the UDG-
CUC and the Estero el Salado and visits to six separate El Tuito 
classrooms. Many thanks to Alejandro Martinez Rodriguez of Birding 
in Mexico and all of the other volunteers who helped make these 
events  such  a  success.  Also, we send our thanks to International 

Migratory Bird Day for providing us with educational materials for our participants. Most of all, a round of 
applause to all those who participated and join our ranks of conservation-minded observers of the natural world. 
Together we can work to protect the amazing natural resources of the Vallarta region. 
 
Interested in volunteering with us? Please join our volunteer training on November 29th (details on page 10). 
 
 

Monthly tally of visits, program participation, and volunteer service: 
Oct. 2014 Total member visits to the VBG: 146 

Total non-member visits to the VBG: 1491 
Complimentary entries for organized school groups*: 42 
Total participation in daily 1 pm tours: 17 
Total participation in special events, classes, or workshops: 472 
Total volunteer service hours: 273 

 
 

*The VBG is happy to provide complimentary entries, guided tours, and educational programming for organized 

school groups with advanced reservations as one of our services to the Bahía de Banderas, Puerto Vallarta, and 

Cabo Corrientes communities. Reservation requests should be sent to educadorambiental@vbgardens.org at least 

5 days before the requested date of your visit. Requests are granted first come, first served and are scheduled 

around other events and programs already on our calendar. 

 

 

http://www.birdday.org/
http://esterodelsalado.org/
http://www.birdinginmexico.com/
http://www.birdinginmexico.com/
mailto:educadorambiental@vbgardens.org
https://www.vbgardens.org/calendar/
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9th Anniversary of the Vallarta Botanical Garden 
November 15 

 

 
 

Those of you who visited the Gardens back in 2005 have seen plenty of change over the nine years since we’ve 
been open to the public. Whether you visit us for the first time or the 999th, please stop in for a complimentary 
slice of birthday cake (served at 2 pm) to wish the Garden a happy 9th year. 

 

 
House Hunters International Benefit Screening 

November 24 

 

The Vallarta Botanical Garden was recently featured in an episode of HGTV's "House Hunters International" and 
our organization has been selected as one of the four beneficiaries to share the proceeds of the upcoming 
screening and charity event on Monday, November 24, at the new Mantamar Beach Club (located on Los Muertos 
Beach). Hosted by Timothy Real Estate Group, the party theme this year is "Gilligan’s Island" and the Garden’s 
Founder and Curator, Robert Price, has agreed to dress the part of Thurston Howell III, "The Millionaire." 

Pre-sale tickets for the event are now available at the Gardens for just $300 pesos (down from $350 pesos at the 
door) and include event cover, appetizers, and a tropical welcome drink. In addition to the viewing of the new 
"House Hunters International" episode, re-runs from the older PV episodes will be playing and some of our favorite 
Vallarta friends will be decked out as ringers from the old "Gilligan’s Island." 

For more info, visit the “House Hunters International” charity fundraiser Facebook page or download the poster. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/777715738925576/?ref=br_tf
http://vbgardens.org/hhi-poster
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Thanksgiving Dinner (US) 
November 27 

 

 
 

The Vallarta Botanical Garden has become a popular destination tradition for north of the border friends visiting or 
living in our tropical paradise of a region. The cool mountain air at the Garden and the aroma of smoke from our 
brick oven evokes a sense of holiday nostalgia. Our special event menu is posted at www.vbgardens.org/thanks-us. 
 

 
 

 
                     Vallarta Botanical Garden’s Upcoming Events & Special Dates 

 
  Date  Cost 

15 NOV Garden’s 9th Anniversary – Celebration at 2 pm includes a complementary slice of 
cake 

Included 
with entry 

20 NOV Revolution Day (Mexico) – all day (Garden remains open) Included 
with entry 

24 NOV House Hunters International Screening Event – 7 pm at Mantamar Beach Club 350 MXN 

27 NOV Thanksgiving (US) – all day; restaurant special served 12 – 5 pm See menu 

29 NOV Volunteer Training – 10:30am -2:00 pm (Optional activities start at 8 am) 
Registration by NOV. 27 required: educadorambiental@vbgardens.org 

Free, but 
requires 
registration 

6-13 DEC Grand Opening Festival for the Vallarta Conservatory of Mexican Orchids Included 
with entry 

14 DEC Crash Course on Birding in Tropical Western Mexico Included 
with entry 

15 DEC Christmas Bird Count Included 
with entry 

 
* Some activities subject to change. The most current calendar, often with links to 

further event information can be viewed at www.vbgardens.org/calendar. 

 

http://www.vbgardens.org/thanks-us
http://www.vbgardens.org/thanks-us
mailto:educadorambiental@vbgardens.org
mailto:educadorambiental@vbgardens.org
mailto:educadorambiental@vbgardens.org
mailto:educadorambiental@vbgardens.org
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Garden Hours 10 am – 6 pm 

Open 7 days/wk for the months of Dec., Jan., Feb., & March (except Christmas & New Year’s Day) 

Open 6 days/wk (Closed Mondays) April, May, June, July, Aug., Sept., Oct., & Nov 

Early “Bird” Opening: 8 am every Thursday 

Daily Guided Tour: 1 pm (Offered for the months of Dec., Jan., Feb., & March) 

Additional tours can be reserved in advance www.vbgardens.org/tours 

 

 

Amenities & Services 

Visit the Gardens’ Hacienda de Oro Restaurant for authentic Mexican food and brick-oven pizza. Our 
new menu includes delicious dishes such as fish and shrimp tacos. Hike the Gardens’ nature trails and 
bask in tropical mountain scenery. Experience the Holstein Tropical Plant House, Tillandsia House, 
Vallarta Conservatory of Mexican Orchids (recently dedicated and scheduled for a Grand Opening 
Celebration December 6-13th), Gift Shop, plant nursery and much more. The very best of Vallarta! 

 

 

 

Can you find your name on our 
Wall of Benefactors? 

 
A high resolution image of this photograph is 
available at www.vbgardens.org/benefactors 

 
If you’re not yet “on the wall” we invite you to 

join 
the family that preserves the Garden forever! 

 
Becoming a member is easy & provides great benefits: 
www.vbgardens.org/memberships 

 
 

http://www.vbgardens.org/benefactors
http://www.vbgardens.org/tours
http://www.vbgardens.org/benefactors
http://www.vbgardens.org/memberships
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We would like to acknowledge and thank the following supporters: 
 

 

GUARDIANS: 
 

ALAN & PATRICIA BICKELL 

DEANNA “DEE” DANERI 

CHRISTOPHER DAVIDSON & SHARON CHRISTOPH 

RICHARD DITTON 

PAM GRISSOM 

GEORGE HOLSTEIN † 

MARY ELLEN HOLSTEIN 

ROBERT MAJOR 

RALPH OSBORNE 

ROBERT & BETTY PRICE 

BARBARITA & BOB SYPULT 

MICHAEL TRUMBOLD 

ANONYMOUS (1) 
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TRUSTEES: 

 

DR. GEORGE ARGENT 

JOAQUIN AJA & DENNIS OWEN 

KIMBERLY BENNETT & JIM WILSON 

THOMAS BERNES 

ADELAIDE BLOMFIELD 

DR. JOE COLCLASURE & FAMILY 

CELIA & SHANA CONNOR 

LAURA CORNELL 

RUBEN & MICHAEL COTA SCHULTZ 

SCOTT ELLIOT & JAMES CRANK 

THE GALEANA FAMILY 

DAVID HALES & FRANK OSWALD 

MICHAEL HICKMAN 

EARL HINES & MATTHEW RILEY 

SOREN & KIMBERLY KIELER 

DUNCAN KIME & MELINDA MCMULLEN 

RICHARD LINDSTROM † 

THE MCCALL FAMILY 

BUCK & CAROL LEE MILLS 

DR. NANCY MORIN 

JOHN POOLE & KENT DELEONE 

DAN CRISTHIAN RIOS 

THOMAS L. SCHIAVONE 

CHARLES & JUDITH SILBERSTEIN 

ROGER & JOANA SMITH 

DONNA SNOW & MICHAEL ROBINOFF 

JOHN & SANDRA SWINMURN 

JOAN THIELE 

PK THOMAS & FAMILY 

DAVID & PAM TOMLIN 

ANONYMOUS (1) 
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COPA DE ORO MEMBERS: 

CARLOS AGUILAR 

ARMANDO ALMENDAREZ & ALEJANDRO CASAS 

ARCHIE´S WOK 

FAYE CÁRDENAS & KEITH COWAN 

CASA DEL QUETZAL 

CASA RODONDA 

CASA LOS SUEÑOS 

BEVERY COLEMAN † 

LARUE COLEMAN 

CRISTHIAN EVENT 

CHARLENE BAILEY CROWE 

CHRIS DANNER 

ROBERT DIRSTEIN & ROBERT ARNDER 

BETTY JEAN “BJ” ETCHEPARE 

ROBERT & GAIL FARQUHARSON 

RON GAUNY 

BURI GRAY 

HARRINGTON LANDSCAPES 

WALTER HAYES & BEN CAMACHO 

ANNE-MARIE HAYES 

RAUL HERRERA 

HINES WARNER WEALTH MANAGEMENT 

HOTEL MERCURIO 

MARIO & ALECIKA JIMENEZ 

CORINNE LAW † 

JAMES LAW 

DR. JOHN & HELEN MANNE 

ANISE MCARTHUR 

DAVID MUCK & COLE MARTELLI 

NO WAY JOSÉ! RESTAURANT – BAR 

JANE PEABODY 

TRAVEL DESIGNED BY STEPHANIE 

VALLARTA LIFESTYLES 

VILLA LOS ARCOS 

VILLA SOLEADA 

MATTHIAS VOGT 

BILL WILLIAMS & JUAN ALVARADO 

DEVIN & ELLEN ZAGORY 

ANONYMOUS (2)

 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.timothyrealestategroup.com/
http://archieswok.com/
http://www.casadelquetzal.com/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/VacationRentalReview-g150793-d1497444-Casa_Redonda_incredible_rate_for_the_location-Puerto_Vallarta.html
http://www.casasuenospuertovallarta.com/
http://www.cristhianevent.com/
http://www.hineswarner.com/
http://www.hotel-mercurio.com/
http://www.nowayjosemx.com/
http://traveldesigned.com/
http://virtualvallarta.com/puertovallarta/lifestyles/
http://www.villalosarcos.net/
http://www.cafedesartistes.com/
http://www.casavallarta.net/
http://www.mexlend.com/
http://tierraaltatuito.com/
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SUSTAINING MEMBERS: 

 
BRUCE ABRAHAMSON & DAVID BRANCH 

GARY & SUSAN ADAMSON 

EDWARD F. ALEJANDRE & BILL WURZELL 

ROSIO AMPARÁN SALIDO (I) 

WENDY ALLEN 

ED & GRACE ANDRES 

JOHN & DIANNE ARGUELLES 

PAM ARTHUR 

CHARLENE ATKINS 

GARIN BAKEL & LIONEL CUNNINHAM 

JACK & LAURA BARRETT 

CURTIS BARROWS (I) 

BRUCE BECKLER 

DANIEL BELLUM & CAROL EASTON 

RICHARD & PAT BENDIX 

BOB & SUE BERNDT 

JOHN & MARIANN BERTRAM 

PAUL BISTOW 

GARY BIVANS & ISAIAS ORTEGA 

MARCIA BLONDIN 

JOHN & PATRICIA BOCK 

ROB BOYD & KEVIN WU 

ARNIE BRAUNER & ROBERT BULTHIUS 

FRED & MYRNA BROWN 

SIDNEY BROWN 

GLEN & DEB BRUELS 

PAT & DEBBIE BRYAN 

JOSEPH & BEVERLY CAIRNS 

ROBERTA CAMHI 

WALTER & DORIS CAMP 

BILL & KATHARINE ANN CAMPBELL 

BARRY & LAUREN CAMPBELL 

LEONARDO CAMPOS 

KAY CASSERLY & GEORGE BYRNE 

RONALD & JANE CEASE 

SANDRA CESCA (I) 

LEE & NANCY CHAPMAN 

KENNETH CHASE 

IDA COLE 

JANET COTTON (I) 

KEITH COWAN 

BILL & ED COFFIN 

SAMUEL CRAMER 

ROGER & SHARI CRONK 

JOHN & CARYN CRUMP 

CLARK CURTIS 

CARLA CUTHBERSON (I) 

LEN & PAT DAVIES 

GLENN DEAVEN 

PAT DECOURSEY & RENÉ FRANCO 

YVONNE DEFEITAS & PAUL WERLER 

GUY DEMANGEON & PATRICIA JUIN 

ABHIJIT & MONA DESAI 

NED & GRETCHEN DEWITT 

JORGE DIAZ & CONSUELO ZEPEDA 

ROBERT & SHANTI DOELGER 

ALFREDO LOPEZ DOMINQUEZ 

FERNANDO & STACEY DONAYRE 

CW DONOVAN JR. 

BILL & MARIA DRURY 

DAYNE DUDLEY (I) 

BONNIE ECCLES (I) 

MARY EDMONDS & SHARON O´CONNOR 

SCOTT ELLIOT 

WILLIAM ELLISON 

ANNA ENEA & CAROLYN RALSTON 

ROLF ENGSTROM 

LANCE & SUZANNE ERIKSON 

MARCIA ESCONTRIA (I) 

JUAN ESPINOZA LOZANO (I) 

CLIFFORD & SUSAN FAIRCHILD 

JOHN FALL & LARRY HOLMES 

DANA FERRIS & CESAR HERNANDEZ DE BOSQUE 

JANE FAVELA 

FRED & CARDENAS FERNANDEZ 

TERRI FINE 

ZEPEDA FLAVIO 

MICHAELA FLORES 

DANNY FOCERI 

FRANK FOGARTY & CONNIE WIMER 

DEAN & ANN FOSTER 

WAYNE FRANKLIN & MARIA O´CONNOR 

DANIEL FREEMAN 

JOHN & LINDA GALSTON 

JESÚS ALBERTO REYES GARCÍA 

ALBERTO & BARBARA GARVEY 

NEIL GERLOWSKI 

RIKKI & STANLEY GILBERT 

JEFFERY & BLANCHE GOLD 

MICHAEL GOODING 

SID GOODMAN & KEITH MAY 

FREDEKE GOODYEAR 

CATHRYN GORDON 

STEVEN GOROSH & SCOTT KNUTSON 

PAUL GRACE 

ROLLAND GREGORIE 

CORDULA HAHN 

POUL & JUDITH HANSEN 

KEN & MAGGIE HARBOUR 

ALAN HARMON 

T. J. & HELEN HARTUNG 

RACHEL HARRIS & BRUCE HOBSON 

JOYCE HARTVIGSON (I) 

ELEANOR HAWTHORN & SANDRA WICKS 

COLE HICKMAN (I) 

AL HILBERT & GAIL BOAL 

KATHRYN HILL (I) 

GEORGE HINKLE & BILL REDDICK 

JEAN HNYTKA (I) 

MICHAEL HOLLAND & RAY CAREME 

NANCY HOLLAND 

PAUL HOOKER 

OLGA MORA HOPPE (I) 

ROBERT HOWELL & ELROY QUENROE 

DAVID & NANCY JACKOVICH 

ROBERTA JENSEN 

BILL & SHANNON JOHNSON 

CARL & IRENE JOHNSON 

KENT JOHNSON & CODY BLOMBERG 

DONALD JONES & GUSTAVO VALDIVIA RANGEL 

ERIN JONES & CINDY FISK 

RANDALL & JANIS JONES 

KIRSTIE KAISER 

LIZA DANIELLE KELLY (I) 

MANSUR KIADEH (I) 

JOHN A. KING & EDGAR GARCÍA 

SUZANNE & JACK KIRKPATRICK 

RON KNIGHT & DEBORAH MOORE 

ROBERT & LOUISE KNOPICK 

CARMEN KOEPKE (I) 

ROBERT KOPSTEIN 

LARRY KRICK 

DR. JUDY KRINGS 

DEBORAH LARSSON 

RONNIE LEE & DAVID TOVAR 

SARAH LEGAN (I) 

JOHN & JANA LINDBERG 

HANK & VICKI LINDSEY 

NATIA LOLLIE (I) 

TIM LONGPRÉ & ROCHA AGUSTIN 

FRANK LOPEZ & MARIA DENINO 

DAVID LORD 

DAVID LORD & SUSAN WISEMAN 

CASEY & KEITH LUPTON 

MARLON LYLES & JEFF COTE 

HARRY LYNN 

CHARLES MALLERY & WALLACE DEMARY JR. 

JIM & VICKI MANN 

CHRISTINA MARTELL 

PATRICIO & ANN MARTINEZ 

MARTIE MCBRIDE 

JAMES MCCLINTIC 

TANDACE MCDILL 

JIM & LESLEY MCFARLANE 

DEAN MCINTYRE (I) 

SCOTTY MCINTYRE & ALLYN DIXON JR 

LORAN & BARBARA MCKAY 

LISA MCKIVERGIN (I) 

CARLOS MENDOZA 

ASHLEY MEYER (S) 

CHRIS & MARGARET MILLS 

JEFF MILTENBERGER & LEE SANNELLA 

DON MINSHEW 

JUAN JOSE MORENO (I) 

MR. & MRS. DEAN MORTON 

MILLARD & BONNIE MOTT 

HILDA MUÑEZ & JOSEFINA SOLIS 

ERICA MUSE (S) 

MARY NARY 

GREG & JONI NEUTRA 

BILL & CYNTHIA NOONAN 

JOHN & CECELIA NORMAN 

HANK & RUTHIL OFFERENS 

FRANK & VICKI OHLY 

KENT & SHIRLEY OPP 

SHIRLEY MAE OWENS 

EDWARD PADALINSKI 

LUZ PALOMERA (I) 

ALICIA PARTIDA 

TOMMY & NANCY PATTERSON 

PILAR PEREZ & MARCUS KUILAND-NAZARIO 

PETRE PFAFFE & GERMAN VILLALVAZO 

WILLIAM & DENISE PIETRI 

FRANCISCO PIÑA & VICKI JENSEN 

PACO PIÑA & CONNIE NAVARRO 

SALVADOR PIZANO 
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JOSEPH PORTNOY 

HARVEY & ELINOR PRAWER 

MARCELA PRECIADO (I) 

TAMMY PRUST (I) 

ELROY QUENROE 

DAVE & ELLIE QUISLING 

WENDY RASMUSSEN (I) 

LARRY READ (I) 

SANDRA REEVES & YOLETTE GARRAUD 

RICKI RICARDO 

ALAN RICHARDSON (I) 

PRISCILA RIEDESSER 

ALEJANDRO RIEFKOHL & LOURDES LOZANO 

DOUG ROBINSON 

JAVIER RODRIQUEZ 

AL & CATHY ROUYER 

ANN ROWLEY 

KEN & THERESA ROWLEY 

JOHN SABO & ALAN HARMONY 

MICHAEL SAHM & MICHAEL SNYDER 

BIJON & SALLIE SALESS 

ROSIE AMPARAN SALIDO 

DANTE SÁNCHEZ 

LUCY SANCHEZ & SOFIA LÓPEZ SANCHEZ 

BARBARA SANDS (I) 

INDIRA SANTOS (I) 

DARIO & ANN SAVIO 

GREG SCHELL (I) 

SUSI SCHUEGRAF 

ROY & KAREN SCOTT 

WALTER SCOTT 

KEN & MARIE SEBRYK 

NEIL SECHAN & MATT MESSNER 

SANDY & CHRISTINE SETH 

KEN SHANOFF & STEVE YOUNG 

BARBARA SHARFTEIN 

RALPH & ELBA SHAW 

DIANA SIMMONS 

PHIL SIMS 

BRYAN SMITH & SUZANNE FRENCH-SMITH 

SHIRLEY SMITH (I) 

JIM STAGI 

CHARLES STANFORD 

KEN STARAL (I) 

DAN & JEAN STILLWELL 

CHARLES & MARIANNE STROZEWSKI 

ROSEMARY STUEHMER (I) 

KENT & SHIRLEY SWANSON 

RICHARD & CECILIA THOMASON 

NEAL & MARY THOMASSEN 

PEGGY TREMAYNE (I) 

GINA VERSTEEGE (I) 

JACK VETTER & CARLY HEGLE 

POLLY VICARS (I) 

PABLO & DIKI VOIGT 

CATHY VON ROHR 

THOMAS & PATRICIA WAGNOR 

CARLENE WALKER & CARL OCHOCKI 

STEVE WALTERS (I) 

NANCY WARNER 

STAN & PAT WESSNER 

JUSTIN WILLIAMS (I) 

GARY WOODS & ED GILL 

DONNA WYMAN (I) 

LUIS CARRASCO ZANINI 

FLAVIO ZEPEDA (I) 

  

If your name is missing or you find an error, please alert the Membership Coordinator 
<memberships@vbgardens.org>. Thank you. 

 
† = deceased (S) = student (I) = individual 

 

 
We Also Thank the Following Foundations for Their Recent Support 

The Caliban Foundation 

Charles H. Stout Foundation 

Melinda McMullen Charitable Trust 

Optics for the Tropics 

Shirley K. Schlafer Foundation 

Stanley Smith Horticultural Trust 

 
 

 

We Appreciate Your Feedback! 
We encourage you to review us on TripAdvisor, friend us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 

 

 

https://www.vbgardens.org/july-2014-leaflet/mail%20to:%20memberships@vbgardens.org
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g150793-d657304-Reviews-Puerto_Vallarta_Botanical_Gardens-Puerto_Vallarta_Pacific_Coast.html
https://www.facebook.com/vbgardensac
https://twitter.com/VBGARDENS
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The Vallarta Botanical Garden – Your Best Vacation Value! 

BEYOND THE BEACH, BEYOND EXPECTATIONS… 

 

- Only $60 pesos admits one person for the entire day! 

- Located just 30 minutes from Old Town Puerto Vallarta at Km. 24 of the highway to Barra de Navidad 
(MAP) 
 
Telephone: +52 322 223 6182 or  +52 322 223 6184 

Website: www.vbgardens.org 

Email:  info@vbgardens.org 
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  Tropical Plants and Walks of Puerto Vallarta. Image by Sandra Cesca. 
 7 Pheucticus chrysopeplus. Copyrighted photo by Petr Myska of VivaNatura used with permission. 
  Hummingbird. Photo by Krysia Jędrzejewska-Szmek. 
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  House Hunters International Benefit Screening. Image courtesy of Timothy Real Estate. 
 10 Chefs Rodrigo and Ñaco at the VBG. Photo by Leo Campos. 
 11 Wall of Benefactors. Photo by Krysia Jędrzejewska-Szmek. 
 
 
 
 
Free subscriptions of the Vallarta Botancal Garden’s monthly magazine “The Leaflet,” and options for 

viewing archived editions, and translations into other languages, are available at 
www.vbgardens.org/newsletter-signup 

 

https://www.vbgardens.org/location/
tel:+523222236182
tel:+523222236184
mailto:info@vbgardens.org
http://www.vivanatura.org/
http://www.vbgardens.org/newsletter-signup


 
Your Donations to the Vallarta Botanical Garden are Greatly Appreciated 

 
 
 Mexico - Cash, check, & credit card donations are accepted at the Vallarta Botanical Garden. Please visit! 
 - Credit card payments may be made by phone: 322 223 6182 (10am – 6pm, closed Mon. in summer) 
 - Direct Deposits: Banorte account # 0201383728 (account name: Vallarta Botanical Gardens A.C.) 
 - For questions about tax-deductible giving in Mexico please contact us: info@vbgardens.org. 
 

 
Canada - Our educational programs qualify for 
                 tax-deduction receipts provided by 
                 The Canadian Children’s Shelter of 
                 Hope Foundation (CCSHF) 
 
Cheques may be mailed to: 
Canadian Children’s Shelter of Hope Foundation 
87 Lavinia Ave 
Toronto, ON, 
M6S 3H9 
Canada 
 
Please write “VBG” for “Vallarta Botanical 
Gardens” on your cheques. 
 
Alternatively, you may donate using a credit card 
through CanadaHelps.org (whose donation page 
is linked to the CCSHF website www.ccshf.ca) 
selecting the “Vallarta Botanical Gardens Fund.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        - Our direct support 501(c)3, 
“Friends of Vallarta Botanical Gardens, A.C.” 
issues tax-deduction receipts: 

 
Checks may be mailed to: 
Friends of Vallarta Botanical Gardens, A.C. 
759 North Campus Way 
Davis, CA 95616 
 
Wire transfers / direct deposits can be sent to: 
Routing number: 3222271627 

General Fund Account: 1053200390 
 Conservatory Account: 3310099857 
 
Credit Card Payments: 
Call us w/ your card info: +52 322 223 6182 
 
PayPal: www.vbgardens.org/fvbg 
 
Donations of stocks and IRA distributions: 
 - Charles Schwab Account # 46789311 DTC 
  Clearing # 164    Code: 40 
- Chase Brokerage DTC # 0352 
 Account # 7422361 

  
 Thank you for your generous contributions! 
 

  Vallarta Botanical Garden’s Contact Information: 
  Phone: 01 52 322 223 6182 (international calls) or 223 6182 (local calls) 
  Email: info@vbgardens.org Web:  www.vbgardens.org  
 

 

This brochure is available in a printable format online: 
 Este folleto está disponible en formato impreso:  

mailto:info@vbgardens.org
http://www.ccshf.ca/
http://www.vbgardens.org/fvbg
mailto:info@vbgardens.org
http://www.vbgardens.org/
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